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COVER PLATE 


ABEL GAZIO, featured this month on the cover 
and as the subject of the “Autobiography of a 
Skin Diver’’, Page 9, displays some of the fish 
and a 7-ft. monster of the deep, speared in the 
upper reaches of the Amazon. 





f ~\ 
Oceanic Research 
Associates 


have now opened up an office on the North- 
Eastern coast. All shallow water diving sub- 
jects will be covered by the Deep Sea Digest 

and/or through personal requests, as: 
Announcing the production of new equipment | 
Testing and evaluating new equipment | 
Instruction and testing of underwater sports 
Announcing publication of books, magazines 

and articles on sub-marinal life 
Publicizing club activities and organizations | 

Write to: 
Stephan Tjaarda, Director 


NORTH-EASTERN DIVISION | 
Oceanic Research Assoc. 
ees Pearl Street Hartford, Connecticut 
. cin ee 
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Co Can or 
Not Co Can 


By “THE LUNG” 


“Sumer is icumin in’, like the man used to 
say in Freshman English, and skin divers are 
heading in greater numbers for their favorite 
beaches, in search of whatever the F. & G. 
doesn't object to at the moment. Comes then 
the yearly crop of enthusiastic sunburns. These 
sunburns are in some cases not to be recom- 
mended. I am a skin specialist (dermatologist, 
if you want to be fancy). I am sticking my oar 
in here to make skin divers’ contacts with me 
and others of my ilk for purely social only. 


The care of the skin for the average skin 
diver is simple, and governed by common sense. 
For the character who, like me, after 20 years 
of diving, develops a nice black tan on very 
little stimulus from the sun, and hardly knows 
what it is to sunburn, there is little to say, and 
God bless you boy and grab a couple of extra 
bugs for me as you go by, huh? For the less 
lucky character who tans with difficulty and 
particularly for the person, most often of Eng- 
lish, Irish, Welsh or Scotch descent, usually 
with light blue or grey eyes, sunlight ain't the 
blessing that it might be. To the guy with 
sandy colored hair, pale, milk white skin, and 
large coarse freckles, sunlight is absolute poi- 
son 


So it comes yet the question, like Hamlet 
said, “To Tan or Not to Tan’. If you tan 
easily, it is probably safe for you over a period 
of 20 or 30 summers. If you cannot tan readily, 
DON'T TRY. If you are a redhead, or if you 
are the sandy-haired freckled individual de- 
scribed above, complete avoidance of sun ex- 
posure is highly advisable. As a general rule, 
light-eyed people should get less sun, since eye 
color is a tanning phenomenon. Babies are 
born blue-eyed, and even black-eyed people 
will become blue-eyed again, if kept in the 
dark for a year or so. The reason for this is 
“skin engineering’, as follows: First off, the 
British Isles are as far north as Labrador in 
North America. The sunlight has to travel 
farther to get there than it does to hit the 
equator, and it hits at an angle instead of 
perpendicular. Hence, it is weaker, especially 
in ultra-violet, just as you can read better two 
feet from an electric light than four feet from 
it. Secondly, the British Isles are surrounded 
and warmed by the Gulf Stream, and when the 
water vapor hovering over this warm water is 
hit by the cold air currents coming down from 
the north, dense fog is produced, and swathes 
those islands much of the time. This makes 
like a damp climate, and bright sunshine the 
exception, not the rule. Over thousands of 
years, heavy skinned people could not absorb 
enough sunlight in those latitudes to supply 
them Vitamin D, so they died of rickets, and 
did not reproduce. People with fair, thin, dry 
skins, who got skin penetration from even the 
pale rays of the Northern Sun that came 
through the fog, survived happily, and_be- 
queathed their skin to their descendants. For 


life in the British Isles, (or San Francisco, 
where the sun doesn’t shine, the L.A. Chamber 
of Commerce bribes me to say), this skin js 
perfectly designed. It is not abnorm.| any 
more than a cocktail fork is abnormal hecause 
it can’t be used as an abalone iron, or oa XK 
Jaguar abnormal because it won't cerry q 
station wagon load. Like the eunuch’s brother, 
it wasn’t cut out for the job. 


Moving south, North Germans have skins 
like the English, the South Germans _‘arker 
skins, the Italians still darker, (in Sicil very 
swarthy), the Arabs still darker, until «9 the 
Equator, the black-skinned negro holds sway, 
each ethnic group with a skin “‘engineere: ‘ real 
George for his point of origin. 


Wha’ hoppen when the mad dogs ar | En- 
glishmen and divers go out in the noo) day 
sun? There are at least two protective ech- 
anisms. Tanning is obvious. But many a | crson 
who does not tan much, or at all, can stand 
a full day of sun exposure without ev dence 
of sunburn at the end of a season, alt ough 
his color has changed little, since May. {fe is 
protected by the second and more imp  rtant 
factor, that of skin thickening. In respo: se to 
sun exposure, skin thickening up to 600° has 


been recorded. The English, Irish, We! h or 
Scotch skin, thin, and without tanning, | is to 
thicken proportionately more, and pic up 


permanent sun damage, from deep peni ition 
of ultra-violet, before doing so. It takes nany 
years of this before visible changes c.1 be 
seen, and the skin looks “‘weather beaten | but 
the end result of sun exposure, even t! ough 
no one exposure produces sunburn, is p.ema- 
ture dryness, premature wrinkling of the skin 
(from deep tissue damage), and later in life, 
the development of so-called “‘senile’’ thi. ken- 
ings of the skin, rough, scaling areas of » hich 
about 25% become skin cancers after w ceks, 
months, or years 


These pre-cancerous growths were for: erly 
called “senile” keratoses. A better wor for 
them is “actinic’’ keratoses, (from the Greek 
aktinos — light) since sun exposure is the 
main cause, and since these growths «ccur 
95% on the face and the back of the hands, 
which are constantly exposed to light. [hey 
aren't rare in teen-agers, here in SUNNY 
California. (Southern, that is, boy!) 


This is not to suggest that the balding, 
beady-eyed lecherous Lung is a spoil sport, or 
a rhomboidal character. If you are one of these 
unfortunate orange-haired characters, go ahead 
and dive, have fun, joy is everywhere, but wear 
a long-sleeved shirt, a broad-brimmed straw 
beach hat, and preferably long-johns. These are 
almost standard equipment for skin divers any- 
how, and your appearance on the beach in this 
get-up won't excite the comment it would 
have a few years ago. A few years prior to that, 
it would have been a standard bathing suit, 
and us skin specialists had fewer customets 
with skin cancer. 


The average diver going to the beach wants 
something that will allow him to tan without 
peeling, and something that will ‘smooth out” 
his first few exposures to the sun to give a nice 
tan. For the diver who tans well, almost any 
form of oil will do this nicely. There is n0 
magic in the oil, whether olive oil, coconu: oil, 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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TORPEDO 
DIVING 


By D. REBIKOFF 
OF CANNES, FRANCE 


The dest way to explain to you how we all 


becan torpedo divers seems to be a short 
histor 

Five years ago I was still an unsuspecting 
color hotographer (and only maker of elec- 
tronic flashes in Europe). I could not even 
swin was known only for the first color 
1,000 th of a second picture of .45 gun 
with ‘ying bullet coming out of it (Picture 


appeai: d in ARGOSY and U. S. CAMERA) 


He Broussard, President of Submarine Al- 
pine b in Cannes had already made good 
phot t 200 feet and found out that some 
sort 0: artificial light was absolutely necessary, 
even car the surface, to give a good con- 
trast. lis submarine and my bullet pictures met 
in a nch scientific magazine and Broussard 
wrote ne. I came down on vacation, still un- 
suspec‘ing; who could take seriously a subma- 
rine pine Club? It was something like a 
horseb ick Mavy 

I was only one way to clear the prob- 
len and see. 

Fi lay was “baptizing” to become a club 
met climbing down into 20 feet of wa- 
ter, | had the biggest fear of my life the first 
minut. then everything went fine. 


Next day I was already at 80 feet and seeing 


for m\self how fast the most powerful sunlight 
becon «s a bleak twilight, being able to see at 
more than 200 feet, but no good for photo- 
grap Even the clearest Mediterranian water 


becones a thick fog at a distance of 60 feet, 





Two loaded Italian MAS torpedoes against Rebikoff's torpedo. Photo by Ada Rebikoff Niggeler. 


scattering the light in such a way that no sat- 
isfactory contrast could be produced on film. 
Everything was blue, even a few feet fron 


the surface, but no color pictures whatever 
were possible. Anyway, it was cheaper to take 
black and white film and dye it blue-green at 
the laboratory, with perfectly natural results. 


So I decided to put one of my existing 500 
watts-second electronic flash with high voltage 
battery of 2,700 volts into a plexiglas case 
fitted with a demand valve and air cylinder for 
pressure equalization. (By the way, all elec- 
tronics flash units with high voltage battery 
such as Zeiss IKOTRON and the American 
ones are made from the same patents.) 





Rebikoff torpedo speeding on the surface. Photo by Ada Rebikoff Niggeler. 


Electronic flash with case and compensating 
lead ballasts weighed 160 pounds, but was 
Pushing it 
under water required a first rate diver and 


perfectly balanced in the water 
swimmer such as J. P. Charvoz. Together with 
Yvonne the Mermaid, one of our best women 
divers and my wife, we went down 120 feet 
in a night dive, off the Lerins Islands in 
Cannes 

The whole thing, including a camera case 
with a costly German Makina, exploded com- 
ing up, due to a jammed exhaust valve. There 
were big sparks in the night underwater, but no 
electric shock, due to the 
effect of current conduct sea water. 

Almost despairing, I made an oil-filled elec- 
tronic flash which was called ‘Baby 


Faraday” shielding 


because 
it required so much care and was always losing 
oil in the most awkward places and times. 
This one with a power of only 75 watt-seconds, 
enabled me in 1949, to make the very first 
color pictures made at a depth of over 100 
feet with flash-lighting. These pictures, some 
of which were printed in “THIS WEEK” of 
November 1952, showed for the first time the 
real colors of the blue and red corals, the 
yellow and orange sponges and the wonderful 
camouflaged color of fish, octopus and so on. 

The “Baby” was rather delicate, leaky and 
impractical to handle. For best results, it was 
held away from the camera by a four-foot 
broomstick. This 
portant, as it kept the flash away from the 
camera in order not to light up the plankton 
and foreign particles which would blot out 
the real picture if lighted up near the camera. 

To make the whole thing more practical, I 
decided to put the complete flash assembly into 
the broomstick, by replacing it with a tubular 
casing which was oil-filled plexiglas at first, 
and is now pressure-resisting duraluminum. 
photographic torpedo has a power 
of 200 watt-seconds and is able to give a 
perfectly good color picture at f:4 at four feet 
and at f:11 at two feet. This is quite enough 
for taking perfectly sharp pictures of fish and 
everything that moves underwater 


broomstick was very im- 


The new 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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TORPEDO DIVING 


(Continued from Page 3) 


I also tried the magnesium flash bulbs and 
burned many of them. 

I had to completely discard the bulbs for 
three reasons: 

1. High operating cost due to the fact that 
you always expose a full Kodachrome reel in 
each dive. This means many bulbs, 20 to 40 
for a dive. 

2. Very hard lighting with bleached out 
foreground and too dark background as seen 
in the otherwise beautiful pictures of Cousteau 
shown in “SILENT WORLD”. 

3. Everything moves underwater, not only 
the fish which remain the most interesting 
things to photograph, but the diver himself. 
Sharp pictures can be made at an exposure of 
at least 1/1,000th of a second. This is given 
only by the electronic flash 

The camera is fastened at the rear end of the 
torpedo in such a way that it is perfectly fo- 
cused on the whole area lighted by the torpedo. 
The torpedo itself may be equipped with a 30 
watt pilot light to show where to shoot, es- 
pecially in the dark caves which are often the 
most interesting places to look 

Today we use the torpedoes together with a 
Foca loaded with black and white film for 
general views such as pictures of complete 
wrecks where the lighted area may be over 30 
yards across. Another torpedo is coupled with 
a 35 mm Leica loaded with Kodachrome and 
two other torpedoes are coupled with the 
Verascope 40 stereo camera, enabling me to 
make a series of underwater color stereo pic- 
tures which come out so sharp, crisp and life- 
like that we are gradually giving up every other 
sort of still photography 

All cameras are fitted with the Ivanoff-Le- 
grand-Cuvier additional lens (correcting port- 
hole) whose effects are 

1. Multiplying depth of focus at least three 
times (everything is sharp from one foot to 
20 feet). The need for focusing is thus com- 
pletely eliminated! 

2. Shortening the focal length allowing 
the photographer to come nearer to the subject 
for the same picture size. 

3. Giving crisp and sharp pictures up to 
the corners. 

The correcting lens, together with the elec- 
tronic flash, is the most important single pro- 
gress in underwater color photography. The 
combination of both gives perfectly sharp and 
color-true photos which were not possible 
until now. 

By the way, all this equipment, torpedoes, 
camera cases and Ivanoff correcting lens is 
made in our workshops in Cannes, and is used 
by the U.S. Naval Photographic Center in 
Washington, D.C. All my diving comrades 
asked me to make the torpedo smaller and 
cheaper, which was done in the meantime (the 
torpedo cost now is less than 200 dollars). I 
decided to bring the same improvement to 
underwater cinematography. The earlier and 
most beautiful films of Hans Hass and Captain 
Cousteau were made in black and white with 
daylight lighting. It is only a short time ago 
that both were using very strong incandescent 
lamps (up to 6,000 watts) fed from the sur- 
face by a cable connecting them to a Diesel 
driven generator aboard the ship. But this was 
a solution I could not accept for two reasons: 

1. The cable is very heavy and expensive, 
and besides, it is a nuisance for the Aqua- 
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Lung diver who is a cableless and tubeless 
diver. The electric cable is stiffer than the 
thickest diving air hose. 

2. The generator itself is so heavy that it 
needs a big boat which I do not have and 
which could not come near the most interesting 
reefs. This means paying out many hundreds 
of yards of cable from the ship to those parts 
of the reefs where the most interesting pictures 
are made. 

Besides, a cable supply for lighting is a 
great electrical shock hazard to the diver if 
the glass bulb breaks because the current will 
come back to the boat through the sea and the 
body of the diver holding the lamp. 

The only solution was to adapt the torpedo 
to submarine movies. I have designed several 
types of different sizes (and prices) which are 
all miniature submarines 

They contain effectively a powerful ‘And- 
yar’ silver battery, which has six times the 
capacity of the best lead batteries. Torpedo 
contains, at the front end, a powerful lamp 
for lighting up the sea bottom. This lamp may 
be oriented in any direction, but if the torpedo 
is fitted with a camera it is then exactly trained 
on the picture field of the camera. 

In the rear of the torpedo, there is a power- 
ful 1, horse-power electric motor turning a 
propeller for pulling the diver. 

The rear end also holds the movie camera in 
such a way that its picture field is just outside 
the torpedo, so that the front end of the tor- 
pedo does not show in the picture but stays 
very near the subject for the best lighting 
effect. Primary reason for the motor was for 
taking perfectly stable pictures without having 
to swim, which would cause the camera to 
sway sideways, and without a tripod whose 
installation would scare the fish off and churn 
up the bottom mud. Success was better than 
anything I had hoped for and I could make 
one complete underwater movie in 1952, ‘‘Cor- 
al Palace’’ showing for the very first time all 
the real colors of the sea bottom which are 
of unbelievable reds, yellows, oranges and 
purples in the darkest and most unlikely places 
such as the deep bottom (deeper than 150 
feet), dark caves, inside of sunken ships and 
so on. These, too, are the places where most 
species of fish such as groupers, conger eels 
and moray eels are to be found. We found out 
that the light ray either attract the fish, es- 
pecially tuna, or dazes them so that they remain 
perfectly motionless, allowing good picture 
taking. 

I could then make two new films, "Sea 
Jungle’’ and “Sunken Treasures” in 160 dives 
making 85 16 mm Kodachrome reels at depths 
ranging from 30 feet to 200 feet. These films 
show many sunken ships, especially the ones 
from the Rommel fleet off the Tunisia coast 
and sunken Roman and Greek ships of which 
the first ones were found in France on the 
Riviera coast by Henri Broussard of our 
Submarine Alpine Club in Cannes, in the 
summer of 1948. They teem with deep-sea 
fish, especially big tuna, conger eels and octo- 
pus, the latter playing like kittens and not 
fighting the divers. My wife, Ada, who comes 
down everywhere with me carrying a spare 
torpedo, even loves to pet them. 

(Continued on Page 5) 
TOP—Torpedo diving on the sunken Greek ship off 


Hyeres Islands with Dr. Piroux. Depth, 100 feet. Photo 
by Ada Rebikoff. 


CENTER—Barnier with combination submarine horn and 
stereoscopic torpedo with Verascope. Photo by D. 
Rebikoff. 


BOTTOM—D d 





ing. Photo by D. 


Rebikoff. 
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These films are being enlarged in 35mm 
sound by a French producer, Pierre Bartoli. It 
js a good guess that they will soon be seen on 
the U.S. screens, beginning with television. 


We found out that the torpedo is not only 
a powerful tool for making perfect color mov- 
jes uncerwater, but the best transportation and 
safety gear for an underwater explorer. This is 
because of the powerful lamp which lights up 
the ca.es showing the corals and the coral fish 
in their real sparkling colors and the insides 
of wr.cks (not to speak of night dives), and 
from ‘he motor, which is more powerful than 
the b st swimmer, pulling him around at a 
speed of two knots. The smallest torpedo has 
alread. a range of one hour. The second model 
has tv. © hours, and the biggest one has a range 
of ei it hours, as much as a big navy sub- 
marir 


Th torpedo allows the diver, for the first 
time, o go miles and miles under the sea to 
look or and find the most interesting places 
to di... If the diver is tired, or has had enough 
of it, he torpedo will pull him quickly to the 
surfac. and safely to the boat, or to the shore. 


Th smaller torpedoes are not expensive. 
They re made industrially in my workshop in 
Cann: ;, tested out at sea, and then shipped 
over ‘1¢ whole world by the “Spirotechnique’”’, 
the © iginal maker of the Aqua-Lung (latter 
devis by Captain Cousteau and Engineer 
Gagn no). 


Th. torpedo showed itself such a wonderful 
divin: tool that we do not go out diving with 
less (,an four torpedoes for two divers, or six 
torpe oes for three divers. My typical equip- 
ment is: one big torpedo with 16 mm Beaulieu 
pano:amic screen for pictures, one middle-sized 
torpeio for normal takes, one special torpedo 
for <lose-ups down to three inches, allowing 
wonderful pictures of fish and coral to be 
taker 


Two others are fitted with Verascope stereo 
cameras loaded with color of course, and the 
last one is coupled with a Foca for black and 
white. All cameras including movie cameras, 
feature the Ivanoff-Legrand-Cuvier correcting 
lenses which gives the guarantee of perfectly 
sharp pictures without any range or diaphragm 
setting. 


My small research boat, the “Louis Boutan’”’, 
is even equipped with a remote controlled 
torpedo combined with a very small (weight, 
six pounds) Vidicon television camera which 
looks up the sea bottom before we dive. 


What are we doing now? Making 3-D 
movies over the dozens of Roman and Greek 
ships which are lying off the coast in the 
Vicinity of Cannes and looking up the hundreds 
of modern ships which were sunk during 
World War II, especially submarines and 
American bomber planes. You will hear more 
of it very soon. 


By the way, all this photographic and cine- 
Matographic work is not “top secret’ and any- 
one can come down to Cannes and try out the 
torpedoes for himself by becoming a member 
of the Submarine Alpine Club. 


Our address is 77 Ave de Lerins near the 
Palm Beach in Cannes. Camera and Torpedo 
importer in the U.S. is Cinefort Co., 303 West 
42nd St., New York, N.Y. > 


Left—RICH BINGHAM 
and FRED PULICE, Davey 
Jones Raiders, display two 
of the large Sheepshead 
speared off the ‘‘Raider’’. 


Right—JOAN BAKER, 
D.J.R., was followed to 
shore by a four foot shark 
just after this pic was 

taken. 


CALIFORNIA 


KELPTOMANIACS 
By MIKE HARROLD 


The so-called Guaymas fever has been given 
a cooling-off period by four members of our 
club. During the Easter Holidays, Beech Laswell, 
Bill Walker, Laddie Webster and | headed south 
of the border with enough equipment to start 
our own spearfishing shop. The plot thickened 
as we arrived at the Gulf of California, but 
unfortunately, the dirt in the water also thick- 
ened. These conditions prevailed almost through- 
out the entirety of our stay. Even though the 
trip was not very successful, we benefited by 
the experience gained in regards to future ex- 
cursions in that direction. If anybody desires 
information about the Gulf of Mexico regarding 
expenses, equipment, locations and etc., contact 
our club and we will be glad to supply you 
with all the information we can. > 


CALIFORNIA 


DAVEY JONES RAIDERS 
By MARIE DI CARLO 


Being of sound sportsmen mind and capable 
cruising ability... the Davey Jones Raiders, 
Inc., sailed for sacred territory, totally away 
from all other sea faring safaris of skin fisher- 
men... CATALINA???!I! 

Time for the terrific travel was Decoration 
Day weekend. Crazy, cool weather and crazy 
green complexions accompanied the high seas. 
The boys on the flying deck took up a pool to 
decide who could name the closest time when 
our Uncle Miltie would bend the rail. 

When Uncle Miltie refused to cooperate the 
boys decided to encourage him a bit! Sweetpea 
Besgrove ate fried chicken in front of him (and 
me!). Tony DiCarlo got him down in the fume 
filled cabin to ‘‘relax’’. While the rest of the 
Raiders sang to him (and me!)...''Up and 
Down...and...Down and Up...and...Up 
and Down!!! 

No one won the pool (and I'm the only one 
who appreciated the song) we made port too 
soon. (It couldn't have been too soon!!!) 

There were 11 of us. The Raider took the 
opposite side of the island by storm. The sun 
came out. And the Raiders came out. We took 
a few female sheepshead...then the Raiders 
decided to eat brunch. They dove again. The 
Raiders then ate lunch. Since the women mem- 
bers had done some swimming in the frigid 
water while the boys were taking the first dive, 
they went swimming, too...and those that 
didn't go willingly ... went anyway! They, then, 
ate late lunch! 

Catalina Harbor was our anchor site, where 
we ate dinner... and before the sun had even 
set the cabin clan were hitting the bunks. 


CANADA 


VANCOUVER SKIN DIVERS 
By CAMERON PORTEOUS 


On the Pacific Coast of Canada, the art of 
Skin Diving has come to be a popular sport. This 
mode of adventure did not really get started 
until the Summer of 1951. At this time George 
Croy and Don Franks tried out the fins and 
mask for the first time and were fascinated by 
the strange new world which lay beneath the 
sea. After a while, the Pacific Coast of Canada 
hadnt been enough to satisfy them, so they 
took a trip to Mexico. On the way down they 
visited with some of the diving clubs and picked 
up some new ideas to bring back to Vancouver. 
Returning home they started the Vancouver Skin 
Divers and so we joined the ranks of the Divers 
throughout the world. = 


Next morning, at the bright hour of 4:30, 
they were awake and walking the deck. The 
deck snoozers were still trying to snooze... 
(after all it's sort of hard to get your sleep 
when the anchor watch wears size 12 boots 
and besides... you can't seem to forget about 
the “‘monster from the black lagoon’'! It's even 
harder to sleep when someone is dragging you 
out of the sack and walking on you... worse 
even when the ‘old pres.’ hits the water before 
the sun had shone its face... brrrrr! 


We took another cove and made it lung 
territory ... where Rich Bingham and Fred Pulice 
took male sheepshead weighing 14% and 
18-Ibs 


Remember our blind member, George Toombs? 
Well, he almost had himself something big! He 
saw a white shark or a grouper or something 
about 60-ft. down... he took careful aim.. 
dove... missed! Oh, well, the spear probably 
would have bounced off Fred Pulice’s lung, any- 
way! 


After eating several times and diving without 
rubber suits... the Raiders started home. In 
mid-channel, Bill Biller, our bitter bos'n lost the 
bos'n hat in a gust of wind. Burt Tilford, who 
was skipper, made a U-turn (the boat is 36-ft.) 
and after we spent 40 minutes chasing that 
hat... losing one member overboard... trying 
to gaff...spear and shoot the thing... we 
made the rescue. (We then counted all hands.) 


Some bitter individual decided the deck 
needed swabbing ...so he swabbed the swab- 
bies as well as the deck... when everyone 
climbed the flying deck for protection, it too 
got swabbed and everyone spent the rest of 
the day drying off. 


Besides getting 200-Iibs. of fish, we came up 
with a new motto: At ease disease... the 
fungus is among us! > 
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By ENNIO FALCO 


Italian Champion of Underwater Fishing, 1953 


Free diving to a depth of 35 meters. ‘That 
is not many,” Alberto Novelli used to tell me, 
alluding to the many times during our hunting 
parties when we had gone down 30 meters to 
overtake some beautiful cernia (merou). And 
with that we decided on a new enterprise. 


We began by practice diving to 32 or 33 
meters. The season was favorable since fall had 
just begun and the water still had summer 
temperatures. It was decided that the official 
trial should take place somewhere on the Li- 
gurian coast about the middle of November, 
1951. But a period of very bad weather oc- 
curred that month all over Italy, which caused 
a postponement of the date. It was finally de 
cided to have the trial take place the first of 
December at Portofino, in the sea around Par- 
aggi 


The sea and weather conditions had changed 
much within that month, and on the appointed 
day the chilly air and muddy waters gave ser- 
ious concern to Alberto and myself. A thin 
steel cable, 35 meters long, was prepared by a 
committee of three, composed of a representa- 
tive of the Federation 
press, and Duilio Marcante (everyone knows 
this pioneer of underwater sports in Italy). 


a representative of the 


The steel cable was marked in the following 
manner: a small ring was fastened to the cable 
at every meter between 20 and 30 meters, and 
from 30 to 35 meters a ring was fastened 
every half meter. Small cylinders of metal with 
the corresponding depth stamped on them were 
fastened to the rings with cotton thread. Num- 
ber 35 was the last and rested on a block of 
lead weighing 20 kilograms which held the 
cable stretched from a buoy floating on the 
surface. Attached to the buoy was a reel of 
strong line which would be lowered only in 
case of necessity. Marcante was stationed at 
the 20 meter level ready to intervene in case 
a disastrous event occurred. 


Alberto Novelli was the first to dive and, 
anxious for my dear friend, I watched the 
turning reel of nylon to which was attached 
the gun. After what seemed a very long time, 
one minute and 26 seconds, he returned to the 
surface calm and unconcerned, carrying the 
cylinder from 35 meters in his hand. The nylon 
cord was recovered and the committee replaced 
the gun with the 35 meter cylinder. Now it 
was my turn to dive. Lightly weighted with 
two kilograms of lead, and holding the gun in 
my right hand, I looked down at the few 
meters of thin cable which could be seen 
through the turbid water. The cold air was 
difficult to inhale deeply and I was afraid of 
a sudden clogging of my respiratory canals 
which would prevent me from compensating 
for the pressure. When I felt my lungs filled 
with oxygen, I dived. 


Watching the cable pass rapidly past me I 
descended, carried downward by the weight of 
the gun. The cable was the only point of ref- 
erence in that dark and turbid water. I was 
feeling no different than usual and it was 
only after I had passed 30 meters, a new 
depth for me, that I felt on my body a greater 
sensation of weight 
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Geological Diving Consult- 
ants BOB DILL and H. B. 
STEWART make their diving 
reports to HENRY MENARD 
(seated) while an oil com- 
pany representative looks 
on. Off-shore observations 
include visibility, kind of 
bottom, type and structure 
of rock outcroppings, etc. 
Photo by Mart Toggweiler 
aboard the Maray. 




























JERRY BASTIAN and BOB MOORE hold up 187-lbs. of Halibut speared at Del Monte Beach, Monterey, California. 
























The largest fish above weighed 41'/2-lbs. and the smallest weighed 33'/2-lbs. Enough Halibut steaks there for three 





Suddenly, about one meter away, I saw the 
sandy bottom with a few bunches of algea. 
With one last stroke of the fins, I stuck the 
spear into the sand. Dropping the gun, I 
grasped the 35 meter cylinder and, removing 
it with a strong jerk, I began the return. At 
the 20 meter level I met Duilio who was 
stationed there. He was smiling as he shouted 
through the mask of his breathing apparatus a 
phrase which should not be transcribed. I had 
to laugh as I hastened my return to the surface. 

I was received at the surface by those pres- 
ent, and a strong, friendly arm helped me back 
into the boat. The time was one minute and 
ten seconds. 

To conclude this chonicle I can say that 
neither these dives, nor the one taken later by 
Captain Raymond Bucher to 39 meters repre- 
sent the ultimate limit of free diving. In order 
to reach considerable depth it is necessary to 
use masks with not too much volume, to avoid 
the needless use of oxygen by refraining from 
strong, rapid movements, and to compensate 
for the pressure by taking many deep breaths 
before diving. 

The limits of depth are reached only with 
repeated effort as is necessary in any other 
sport. I hope to do better in another trial in 
the near future. =» 








JIMMY BAXENDALE of the Tampa Tridents, brings in 
a 28-lb. permit from the Gulf off Clearwater, Fie. 
The fish was speared at a depth of fifty (50) fee’ over 
a wreck. Jimmy donated this fish to the ‘‘He!l of 
Fishes’’ housed in the Clearwater Beach Marina. Hert 
the fish will be cast in plaster and then painted its 
natural colors. It will be added to the almost cor plete 
collection of marine life already on display. Phcio by 
Burton McNeely. 
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Professional engineering design 
has produced this gun. The result 


is a custom crafted product of the finest 


materials for permanent accuracy and 


reliability 


ANNOUNCING THE 


AQUA-BO 


iN NEW ALL AMERICAN SPEAR GUN 
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FEATURES 
Adjustable kick-bar for ease of loading. 


Line release... easy run... no snagging. 
Stainless steel shaft. 
Power and accuracy. 


Precision machining 


Non-corrode finishes to government 


specifications. 
rice SED DoedO 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


CANOGA 


R P 7 t@ 





5955 SEPULVEDA BOULEVARD, VAN NUYS, CALIFORNIA 
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TO TAN OR NOT TO TAN 


(Continued from Page 2) 


lanolin, sesame oil, crisco, goose grease or bat 
fat, if you want co use it. The action of the 
oil on the skin is first to prevent drying by 
wind, and secondly to put a mechanical barrier 
between the skin and light source, cutting 
down the amount of ultra-violet light absorbed 
by the skin. 


Sunlight is a funny beast, most of it full of 
sound and fury signifying nothing to us beach 
bums. 13% is visible light rays, wave lengths 
of 7.700 to 3,900 Angstrom units. (An Ang- 
strom unit is one 10-millionth of a millimeter, 
which in turn is 1/25 of an inch.) 80% of 
sunlight consists of infra-red, or “heat’’ rays, 
20,000 to 7,700 Angstroms, which warm you 
pleasantly when you were too busy to patch 
your rubber suit before you left today. They 
have the same effect on the skin as holding it 
up to an electric pad, a fire, a hot iron, or a 
hot blonde, as far as that goes. About 7% of 
the sun’s days are ‘‘ultra-violet’’, from 3,900 to 
2,900 Angstroms. No rays shorter than 2,900 
Angstroms are present in natural sunlight, al- 
though ultra-violet lamps, as used either at 
home or by physicians, contain shorter wave 
lengths. One wave length alone is of maximum 
effectiveness in stimulating pigment formation, 
and is from 1/10 of 1% to 1% of sunlight, 
depending on how much smog there is in the 
atmosphere, and how far from the Equator 
This wave length is 2,967 Angstroms and is 
the main wave length for melanogenesis, (a 
long word the medical profession uses instead 
of saying ‘“‘producing tanning”), carcinogenesis, 
(meaning the production of skin cancer), and 
erythema, which means in Greek, 
and “Dammit, don’t slap me on the back’’ in 
any language 


redness 


Longer wave lengths, particularly those from 
3,000 to about 3,300 Angstroms, when asso- 
ciated with small amounts of the 2,967 wave 
length band, produce a longer lasting tan 
Many a beach rat has found his “winter tan 
not of exactly the sarne color, but much longer 
lasting than a “flash tan’’ achieved by a few 
days exposure in the summer. Since the effi- 
ciency of light as a cancer producer and as a 
direct redness and tan stimulator drops off very 
rapidly within 100 units of 2.967, it may be 
seen that the proper correction for people who 
do not tan readily would be some “‘sun screen 
which filters out a greater or lesser amount of 
this special wave length. A number of chemi- 
cals will do this, the commonest being para- 
amino benzoic acid and its derivatives, and 


tannic acid, or derivatives. These will almost 
completely filter out the 2,967 band. I formerly 
wrote prescriptions for para-amino benzoic acid 
in a vanishing cream base, for some Irish- 
skinned lifeguards at Santa Monica. It was 
highly effective, but their screams of financial 
anguish made the welkin ring every time they 
had the prescription filled. This is no longer 
necessary, since the commercial product “Skol- 
ex” is just as effective. It is a 4% propylene 
glycol ester of para-amino benzoic acid, in a 
vanishing cream base. This sells for 69c for 
two ounces at your nearest drugstore without 
prescription, and save for the very rare person 
who may be allergic to it, as to anything, is a 
highly effective way of protecting a sun-sensi- 
tive skin from undesirable sun exposure. It is 
completely invisible and may be rubbed into 
the skin every two to four hours (more if 
sweating) and routinely, immediately after 
swimming. If this is used faithfully, you will 
come in from a hard day of snaffeling sheeps- 
head or abducting abalone with you skin as 
white as when you unwillingly rolled out of 
bed that morning. The “‘control’” on it is al- 
ways perfect, because I have never yet seen 
anyone use Skolex without missing a spot 
someplace, either where a bathing trunk rides 
up, at the tops of the shoes, or where a tear in 
the clothing exposes some unthought of area. 
This small area will respond in the standard 
broiled lobster fashion, but at least when you 
get home you will have only a few square 
inches to moan over, and not an entire corpus, 
darn near delecti. 


For those individuals who are normally 
good tanners, but don’t want to expose their 
skin to too much sun all at once, there are 
other preparations on the market which contain 
only enough sun screen to filter out some of 
the sun's rays. Of these “Dream Tan” (Phy- 
sician’s Formula Cosmetic Company), Tartan, 
Skol, and others may be mentioned. It is a 
melancholy fact that there is no way to cut out 
the redness and burning producing rays without 
also cutting out the tanning, and the effect of 
any one of these compounds, other than the 
simple lubrication of a dry skin, can be dup- 
licated by not exposing the skin for so long 
a time to the sun's rays 


The question sometimes comes up from cos- 
metic-minded skin divers, particularly in the 
professional diving and lifeguard clique, where 
one’s social status is set by his degree of year- 
round tan, whether the use of home ultra- 
violet light 1s O.K. to maintain a tan during 
the winter. My response to this is an unquali- 
fied NO!!!, if you live in California and like 
the beach. The reasons for this are several. 


First, there is no ultra-violet light at any price, 
to my knowledge, that will produce a natural 
tan. (I have discussed this point with all major 
and many of the minor manufacturers of ultra. 
violet equipment in the United States.) Second. 
ly, the constant exposure of the skin to ultra. 
violet light from an artificial light source gives 
the skin anything from 10 to 10,000 times the 
amount of 2,967 Angstrom wave lengths that 
it would receive from equivalent exposures to 
the sun. There is no such thing as a skin so 
thick that skin cancer cannot be produc d in 
it by sufficient exposure to light of this wave 
length. Even the negro skin can be stim: ‘ated 
to this change, if you work at it hard enough. 
So I would strongly advise using ultra- iolet 
treatment sparingly, if at all, for cosmetic pur- 
poses, although the bad effects of this » ould 
usually be apparent only after many expo ures, 
covering many years. 


One example of this came up some ears 
ago, when an old “pro” diver, at that time 
about 29, ambled in to see me with his - sual 
mahogany tan (which I had never seer him 
without) and a fine grade A collectic : of 
senile keratoses. He had brown hair, eye and 
skin, and shouldn't ought to of had kera ses 
I explained to him that the keratoses wer the 
result of cumulative light damage, prod cing 
a senile, worn out skin, and that his skin was 
real gone. He spit out into my hot sweaty ttle 
hand the hot poop that along with hou 5 of 
sun bathing every day, summer and vw. aotet 
when the sun was out, he had routinely used 
an ultra-violet lamp for many years, as ai aid 
to maintaining his tan, and thereby his » cial 
status with shemales of the opposite ;s ] 
advised him strongly that the formatio.. of 
these pre-cancerous lesions was a frantic ndi- 
cation for ceasing and desisting this so: of 
activity, and that more better he should avoid 
sunlight for the remainder of his life. His 
mental anguish was of a sort which might 
normally be seen in a male who had been told 
that complete surgical removal of his repro- 
ductive organs was the only method by which 
his life could be saved. Our Boy stated that if 
he had to remain “in the flour barrel’ he 
would not even live in California, and he de- 
parted soon after for a job in Europe. I had 
progress reports on him periodically, and re- 
ferred him to European dermatologists in var- 


ious capitals for removal of his new crops of 
senile keratoses. He recently came back {rom 
Europe after five years or so, having made 


himself $700,000, tax-free. Ultra-violet, any- 
body? But I wouldn't give up diving for any 
amount of money! (Confederate money, that 
is.) >= 
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D UCK ‘ Lt . . now in three rubbers 
EXTRA-STIFF STANDARD 
Gives full speed to the strong Medium-stiff, natural rubber color— THE 
swimmer. for the experienced swimmer. 
INVISIBLE (Clear translucent) 
Beautiful fin for the less vigorous swimmer. More pliable than standard. 
Very easy on the feet. 7521 Clay Street 
ALL DUCK FEET feature deep-ridge design and Hi-stretch heel Huntington Beach, California 
straps. Send for free catalog and ear plugs. 
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By ABEL GAZIO 


I ve been spearfishing ever since 1946 
My t vst dives were made inside the Guana- 
bara ay and started catching small fish such 
as sp. le, porgy, etc. 

Fr my point of view the best places | 
have ever fished are: Cabo Frio, 80 miles 


Nort), of Rio, and Angra dos Reis at the same 
dista: ce but southward. 
M; record fish is a 526 pound jewfish 


spear d in Angra dos Reis last January. This 
fish vas paralyzed with a happy shot right 
behir | the eyes. On this same day we caught 
eight more jewfish weighing 2600 pounds 


Fo: fish up to 40 pounds I prefer the Italian 
sprin s guns, with the spear attached to the gun 
by 12-foot steel 1/16" cable. For the big 
ones. jewfish, amberjacks, sharks, etc. I use a 
Braz:lian-made CO2 gun, and the spear at- 
tached to an iron floater. 

Rubens Torres for me, is the best spear- 
fishing man. A good diver, very calm and 
knows very well how to get close to fish with- 
out scaring them. 

The sharks we have met during our fishing 
excursions never showed signs of aggressivity 
toward us. Sometimes they get near us just to 
have a look. Other times they pass swimming 
by showing complete indifference as if we 
didn t exist, or they get scared as they see us 
and run away. Except the white shark and 
tiger shark which may attack the skin diver if 
there is a great difference of size between the 
fish and the man, but even sharks up to 13 
feet of these species have been seen by spear- 
fishing men without attacking them. One thing 
Iam sure, if speared, all sharks are dangerous, 
at least those caught here in Brazil have be- 


Autobiography 


Skin Diver 


(By request of ‘The SKIN DIVER’ magazine) 


ABEL GAZIO, Brazil, holds 
up a G. Tucunare (Cichla 
occelaris). Abel is a mem- 
ber of the Associacao Bra- 
sileira de Caca Submarina. 


haved this way and they have come to bite the 
boat's bottom when drawn 

I have fished in a lot of places in and out- 
side of Brazil. Mediterranean, Florida, Calitor- 
nia, in American lakes, and many other places 
where I made good catches. My most exciting 
adventure was a fishing excursion to the rivers 
of the wild part of Brazil, nine hours of flight 
from Rio de Janeiro. We were three spear- 
fishermen—Luiz Correia de Araujo, Jose Car- 
los Brito and me. We had been informed that 
those rivers had clear waters during the 
months of July, August and September due to 
the lack of rains. This region is inhabited only 
by Indians and we have been told to be cau- 
tious with the big snakes and piranhas (cani- 
bal fish), small fish but very voracious which 
can eat a man in a few minutes. At the begin- 
ning we were really scared but after some time 
we got used to them as they didn’t seem like 
wanting to attack us, only the fish we speared 
In those rivers we caught lots of small fish, 
then we decided to go down the river with the 
Indians in their log canoes after bigger fish 
At the Xingu river we didn’t succeed, for the 
water wasn’t clear, so we went back to the 
confluence of the Xingu and Tuatuari rivers. 
where we caught some fish weighing around 
15 pounds but we didn’t see the great cat fish 
and then we started to see some alligators, Luiz 
caught a small one with the spring gun and I 
































was lucky to find a seven-foot alligator which 
I killed with the CO2 gun 

Spearfishing in a savage river is very thrill- 
ing because the bottoms are completely differ- 
ent from the sea bottoms and is more scaring 
because they are full of sunken trees and 
strange plants. = 





LUIZ with a local native and ABEL. Fish are Tucunare 
(Cichla occelaris) and a Traira (Hoplias sp.) weighing 
15-Ibs. 





STORE HOURS 


Sat. 7:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 
Sundays and Holidays 
7:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 





SO-CAL DIVERS CO. 


UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT — SALES — SERVICE — PURIFIED AIR SUPPLY & RENTALS 
CUSTOM EQUIPMENT TO YOUR DESIGN 


..» Check Chis Location... 


12008 So. Vermont 


LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 
Phone PLymouth 6-2322 


STORE HOURS 
Weekdays 
10:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. 











SKIN DIVER — JULY — 9 














BRITISH COLUMBIA 


VANCOUVER BLUE SHARKS 
By BOB BUSCOMBE 
This is to introduce readers of the Skin Diver 


to the newly formed club, The Vancouver Blue 
Sharks, which will be the first of its kind in 


35-lb. Ling Cod speared by Bill Thomson of the Van- 
couver Blue Sharks. 


LEE aa nn 
ESCO 

FINE, WATER sport cQuiPMENT 
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NEW Esco Pole Gun 


The underwater gun of experts 
LIST — $17.50 


NEW DESCO Depth Gauge 


LIST — $3.00 









DIVING EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLY COMPANY 








for 
fun below the surface 


Radium faced 


NEW Esco Spear Pistol 


Western Canada. One of our most enthusiastic 
members, Rik Malkin, drew up a constitution, 
and we held our first meeting at his house on 
June 2nd, with eight charter members present. 
Our policy and by-laws were set up and we be- 
came known as the Blue Sharks. 


One unique fact about our club is that it is 
restricted to owners of compressed air lungs or 
oxygen recirculators, and this has been put into 
effect to make sure that our club will be com- 
posed of really keen lads who are willing to 
make an investment in the sport. However, we 
will be doing a certain amount of skin diving 
ourselves, along with lung diving. 


We have elected Bert Mona to be our first 
President, and Bill Thomson as Treasurer. Bill is 
our top spear-fisherman, and recently got a 35 
pound cod, the largest to be speared on the Pa- 
cific coast to date. In Western Canada we have 
no restrictions about spearing fish as they seem 
to have in the east, so all we can advise our 
eastern brothers is ‘‘come WEST young man”. 


Our B. C. waters produce great quantities of 
fish of all descriptions, the largest of which are 
the Blue Shark, and Killer Whale. As an added 
treat we have the largest breed of cold water 
octopi in the world. One lad up here who is 
very interested in our club is Al Hourstan of the 
Pacific Biological Station. Al is a graduate of 
the Scripps Institution, and a friend of Conrad 
Limbaugh. 


At present, we are making contact with other 
clubs in Washington, Oregon, and California, to 
exchange ideas and go on spearfishing expedi- 
tions together—we Canadians are great travel- 
lers, and are just planning our 1955 trip to 
Tahiti. >= 
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DESCO America’s greatest name in SPORTS DIVING presents 


NEW DESCO Underwater Compass 


LIST — $12.50 


LIST — $10.00 


JOBBER AND DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
World's Largest Manufacturers of Diving and Water Sports Equipment 


ESCO 


DEPT. S$ 
234 NORTH BROADWAY 
MILWAUKEE 2, WISCONSIN 
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DAVE BROWN, Aquarist at the Marineland o 
Pacific. 


INTRODUCING 


DAVE BROWN 
By HELEN RYAN 

David Brown, former marine section a 
ist for the London Aquarium at Regent 
Zoo has been appointed chief aquarist at 
rineland of the Pacific, the world’s la 
Oceanarium located at Portuguese Bend, 
fornia. 

The appointment of Brown to the new 
was made by Kenneth Norris, curator of 
$3,000,000 Oceanarium now under constru 
on the coast of Southern California, sout! 
of Los Angeles. 

A native of 
Brown attended High Wycombe Technical 
lege four years and entered the Royal Nav 
1943 and served with the motor torpedo | 
in the English Channel, the North Sea 
Asian waters. After a few years in the a 
tising business he joined the staff of the | 
don Zoological Society and served as aqu 
from 1949. Brown came to California in 
and has continued his work with marine 
on the Pacific Coast. 

The huge Oceanarium will feature two f 
story tanks, each with a capacity of 500 
gallons of salt water, a smaller aquarium 
tropical fish and a sealarium. One of the 1 
tanks will be circular, 80-feet in diameter 
26 feet deep. It will have a 1500-seat stad 
around its rim so that spectators may w 
the porpoises and other sea animals perf« 
Cold water animals such as shark, giant 
porpoises, sea bass and groupers will be hou 
here. 

An oval tank, 100 by 50 feet and 
deep will have warm water for tropical 
cies. A reef of Philippine coral will be 
structed to provide refuge for the smaller 
from their natural enemies. 

Through large picture windows at var 
depths of the tank spectators may obs 
thousands of sea animals living together ur 
natural conditions. 

Brown's responsibilities at the Oceana 


will include the safe handling and feedin; 


the sea animals, adapting captive fish to 
in the display tanks and training the seals 
porpoises for daily performances. = 


Buckinghamshire, Eng] «1 
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CALIFORNIA 


VAL-RAYS 
By ART MASON 


The Pacific Coast eliminations proved to be 
quite costly to this club. Yours truly, to be 


speci! took the brunt of the misfortune. From 
the events to follow, we have gained much 
need experience and pointers on rough wea- 
ther tactics. 


Ou sad story began with the renting of a 
padd!. board which was considered to be an 
gid *: our team consisting of Bill Burroughs, 
Don ‘'ummer and myself. This was to be our 
great: st folly. 


W great anticipation, we readied ourselves 
for afternoon of some real diving. The re 
spons dility of the paddleboard was given to 


me b a majority vote. At the firing of the gun 
we h the breakers. 

By now the breakers were attaining six feet, 
gidec by a 30 mph wind. Undaunted by the 


foul eather, we hit the water. Taking advan- 
tage fa lull in the surf, | pushed toward the 
horiz When almost beyond the breakers, from 
seem gly nowhere, a tremendous wave arose 
with all the snarling fury of nature's wrath. 


Desp: ately | shoved the board's nose headlong 
nto e trough, hoping to at least save my 


equir nent which was lashed on top of the 
boar In that instant before engulfment, one 
coulc almost hear the voice of the deep laugh- 
ing \ th utter calamity 


Ri ng from the surging froth with the sick- 


eninc taste of salt water wretching at my 
ns | was horrified to see the absence of 
my rracuda gun. In the greatest moment of 
turn | seemed to feel a great hand wrest 
my isk from my head. It too was gone 

Li \ping to shore with one broken flipper, a 
feeli g of remorse swept over me. Upon reaching 
the aven of dry land once again, | shook off 
this mental poisoning. Minus flippers, mask 
and with a borrowed Arbalete, | again fought 
my way beyond the reaching tentacles of 
Davey Jones's pall bearers 


Hours seemed to pass as | searched for Don 
and Bill. Finally we grouped. Needless to say 
we ‘ad little luck. We left that evening, a sorry 
but wiser club. 


© heartiest congratulations to the winners 
na survival of the fittest. >=» 


WASHINGTON 


PUGET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By BETTY BLANCHARD 


Ron McGhee has been exploring Alaskan wa- 
ters and we hear has caused a real sensation 
up there. Seems he got enough fellows inter 
ested and they got a Compressor. Ron has been 
running neck and neck with club prexy, Jack 
Meyers, ‘The Muddiest Mudshark’’, for the 54 
club trophy. Both fellows have come up with 32 
Ib. Lings 


The Oregon Skin Divers have been up several 
times recently. While here Tom Amerman offered 
to fill all of our lungs, from his homemade Com 
pressor, for the following days fishing, this re 
sulted in his setting the alarm clock to ring at 
intervals throughout the night so he could 
change the air bottles. We wonder if Tom's ears 
are still ringing... 


Jim Blanchard and Sam Meln have been re- 
warded for the many hours they have spent in 
onverting a war surplus 27-volt compressor 
to fill Aqua-Lung tanks to a pressure of 2,300 
Ibs. They run it from a transformer of 30 volts 
A.C.—which runs the motor terrifically HOT, un- 
der full load. This was overcome by directly 
manifolding a vacuum cleaner blower to the top 
of the compressor motor 
haust air vents. It works very satisfactorily, al 
though the hot air that this puts out could easily 
heat a small house. But what could be bet 
ter for the ardent skindiver . a combination 
hot air furnace and compressor 


and enlarging the ex 


Fran Skidmore, Barry Fairfax, and Jack Meyers 
put in a lot of hours fixing up the Mudsha 
booth at a recent hobby show in Seattle. The 
results were terrific and the fellows are to be 
given a pat on the back for the excellent job 
they did 





Another trip is planned to Canada for an out 


ing with the Vancouver Skin Divers purpose 
is to outdo that 35-lb. Ling they recently 
took. 


The May meeting was held at Secretary Lee 
Johnson's home. A very interesting lecture and 
slides were presented by Mr. Carlyle of Everett 
Junior College, on Marine Life in Puget Sound. 
Club members are cooperating with Mr. Carlyle 
to collect specimens for slides. >= 





DAVE PAYNE and TOM AMERMAN, Oregon Skin 
Divers, holding Dave's first octopus. 


OREGON 


OREGON SKIN DIVERS 
By JUNE PAYNE 





Ss past monin has beer 

Oregon Skin Divers have ever 
preparing for the local Armed 
ide, the Rose Festiv Wat S 
types of demonstrations, we 
at a fast pace 

The Portland Rose Festival Association has 
asked the club to participate in the annual 
water show to be held June 13. The club plans 


on doing a series of frogman type maneuvers 
ff 








such as the drop off and pick up from a fast 
moving boat and various lung demonstrations 
Marker dye will be used to show the exact 


position of each diver. Since this is the first time 
we have ventured into such a large scale dem- 
onstration it has meant many hours of hard 
practice and all the club members, both old 
and new, have gladly given up their leisure 
time to make a good showing for the club 

Dan McMahon, until recently our Secretary 
Treasurer, decided the two offices were just too 
much for him, so he retained the office of 
Secretary and the club elected Leonard Banister 
as Treasurer. Congratulations, Leonard. >= 

















IMPORTED BY: 


LA JOLLA IMPORTS 
8361 Paseo del Ocaso 
LA JOLLA, CALIF. 








MAY MARES CO-2 
$99.95 
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MARES-SPORT FISHING GUNS 


The finest and most complete line of spear guns in the world. 


IMPORTED FROM ITALY Contact your nearest sporting goods store 
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WHY YOU SHOULD USE A RUBBER SNORKEL 


A number of year ago, when snorkels were first introduced to skin diving, they consisted 
of a simple bent pipe with a mouthpiece attached. The size of the pipe and the design of 
the mouthpiece was mostly a hit or miss proposition, depending upon the material available 
to the individual diver. As could be expected, these first snorkels had so many flaws that many 
expert divers refused to use them 

From the complaints and experiences of these divers, Bel Aqua engineers developed 
performance specifications required for a good skin diving snorkel. We learned that a snorkel 
ry performs as follows: 


1. The pipe must be large enough to permit easy breathing, but 
small enough to permit all water to be exhausted by blowing 
once, hard. 

. The mouthpiece must be small to prevent bulging the lips out 
far enough to cause a mask to fit improperly. 

. The mouthpiece must be soft and flexible, with no sharp edges 
which could cause mouth irritation. 

. The snorkel must adjust to any face, or any mask, in any 
position. 

. Movement of the snorkel in the water should not cause movement 
of the mouthpiece. Constant slight movement of the mouthpiece 
causes chafing and irritation. 

. The snorkel must be designed not to snag or tangle in rocks 
or sea weed. Many a nice catch and considerable equipment 
have been lost due to a snorkel “hanging up"’ and pulling a 
diver’s mask from his face. 

. No “‘shut-off’’ is needed to hold water out of your mouth when 
submerged. With the snorkel in your mouth, the air in the tube 
will prevent water from entering as long as you hold your 
breath. 


PPPPPPPPPPPPPPP? 








The Bel-Aqua all-rubber flexible snorkel, with a soft, moulded 
atex mouthpiece, meets all of these specifications. 





Ask the man who uses one 


If your dealer does not have it, send his name to: 


Bo Ay Water Sports Co. 


3720 W. 54th St. Los Angeles 43, Calif. Phone: AX 3-7124 


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>9>2>>2>2>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>2>222>2>>>>>9292222999 @ 


Of " Oeeeeeeeeeuceceencuanences wees sneec itso 


Scott HYDRO-PAK 


CHECK THESE FEATURES: 


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>93>> 











1 hr. compressed air tank 
Breath thru nose or mouth 
Water ejection button 
Quick lock tank tray 

Full view face mask 
Stainless steel regulator 
No rebreathing 


Demand breathing in any 
position ... & many more 
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In Florida It’s 


~ S, ports, Inc. 


Formerly Me _ Inc. 


MAKO Camera Cases 
Compressed Air Charter Trips 


— SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE -— 


2219 BISCAYNE BOULEVARD ° PHONE 3-7966 a MIAMI 37, FLORIDA 
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TOP—Kelptomaniac BERT WILLIAMS and 47-lb. elec- 
tric ray caught at Palos Verdes. A world’s record? 
CENTER—TONI LeCLERCQ, six year old diver of 
Puget Sound, Washington, as she appeared afte: two 
hours in the water. Toni shares her suit with her nine 
year old sister. Mrs. Shiela LeClercq states, ‘‘The 
kiddies are really getting an education, they al eady 
know more about marine life than | did in 25 years. 

BOTTOM—DENNY and ED KELLY, spearfishermen of 
Ft. Myers, Florida, with an equipment-busting «8-lb. 

jewfish. 
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BOTTOM BANDITS 
By LIONEL GARCIA 


Our club, the Bottom Bandits, has been re- 
cently formed, and up till now, we have nine 
members. Our officers are as follows: President, 
Daniel Garcia; Vice Pres., Dick Fonseca; Sec.- 
Treas., Lionel Garcia. Most of us have been 
diving for a year, and are increasing our knowl- 
edge spearfishing with every outing. One of 
our members, Bob Martin, has a number of 
large fish to his credit, including a 25-lb. 
sheeps»ead which he caught recently. He was 
using « lung, and was in 50 feet of water. He 
also m ssed an opportunity for a shot at a large 
groupe’. After graduating from Redlands Uni- 
versity. he is going into the Army. We all wish 
him k and will send him our Skin Diver 
magaz nes. The last two weeks we have been 
going to Laguna and have found the water 


very ar, although the only fish we saw were 
small ‘erch and Kelpfish, but who wants small 
Perch nd Kelpfish! 

It -cems that there is another skin diving 
club our vicinity that has been doing a lot 
of tal ng about the big ones that got away. 
(Not ntioning any names, but they can be 


recogr zed by the big six foot airplane tube 
they |g around.) We are looking forward to a 
contes’ with them later on in the summer, on 
a Sun: ay. 

Thi: summer we are planning to go to Cata- 
lina, as one of the members has an 18-ft 
cruise:, the El Dorado, and is she a beauty! We 
might also go to Ensenada in a short while. 

Mc. of the club is enrolled in water safety 
classe. at the Atlantic Park Pool. It seems that 
there s a limit to the number of divers in a 
class, and the rest of us were unable to sign 


up. well, we can always stay at home, 
shin up our equipment while the other guys 
are s.vimming and diving, and having a lousy 
time 


That ends this report, but we will continue 
to write in, =» 


CALIFORNIA 


REEF COMBERS 
By TOM CRAFT 


On April 15, 1954 the club elected new offi- 
cers. President, Bob Strong; Vice President, Jerry 
Sourncen; Secretary-Treasurer, Bill Walters. Bill is 
a new member. He took Bob Hawkins’ place 
when Bob dropped out to get married. 

The club has just returned from our fourth 
tip to Punta Bunda. Jerry Sourncen speared a 
10-lb. Ling Cod. Craig Tyson speared a 9- 
ib. Sheepshead. Bob Strong took an 8-lb. 
Bull. Butch Olson, Jerry Nall and myself each 
took a 5-lb. Bug. Toddy Wick took three Bugs 
weighing from 3 to 4-lbs. 

The weather was on the rainy side and the 
water cold but there were always some of the 
fellows in diving. Between looking out for the 
tattlesnakes and seals we had a good trip. Next 
time we are planning to take plenty of rubber 
Suits, >=» 
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Camera Cases 


HOLIDAY 
$29.95 UP — SEND FOR FREE LITERATURE 
Underwater Sports, Inc. 


Formerly Marineland, Inc. 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 


BILL WALKER 
COUNCIL DIVER 
OF THE MONTH 


By GENE DANIELS 


I guess you might call this fellow a ‘“‘safety 
artist’. It’s Bill Walker, one of the most ardent 
maniacs of the Kelp- 
tomaniacs. Bill has 
always taken the 
sport in a_ serious 
vein, and it’s lucky 
that the Council has 
one or two fellows 
who do. His wife 
doesn't always feel 
too happy about this 
serious diving vein 
as it invariably in- 
cludes night aftet 
night working for 
the council. And I 
might add that his 
wife isn't the only 
wife who feels this 
way. Be that as it 
may, he tells me 
that ‘as a rule she 
is more than under- 
standing’. His two youngsters, age 2 and 4 
are real waterbugs, but as yet do not have cre- 
dentials as a Kelptomaniac. 

Bill's work as production manager at Hughes 
Aircraft and now in his new job as assistant 
production manager with the Harte Coleman 
and Associates (Advertising Artists) has been 
greatly utilized by the Councils displays at the 
Hobby Show and also in the designing of our 
SKIN DIVER patch. 

Bill's main job with the Council is safety. 
And it is here that he quits kidding and takes 
on the serious vein. It started with the forma- 
tion of the Kelptomaniacs. They were the first 
club to take the Red Cross Senior Lifesaving 
Course as a group. His club was shortly elect- 
ed to act as the Council safety committee with 
Bill as the Safety Director. This involved in- 
vestigation of any serious accident and an at- 
tempt to determine the cause. It’s not a very 
glamorous job but is certainly one of the most 
important. Bill maintains our sport is as safe 
as any other when those individuals participa- 
ting in it apply common safety logic. The 
Kelptomaniacs have given demonstrations at 
private and public pools, at last year’s Luau 
and have one planned for the Jamboree at 
Marineland this year on August 15. (Admis- 
sion $2.50 from your club delegate). He is 
a member of both the Red Cross and the 
County Lifeguards skin diving safety commit- 
tee. It is people like Bill who are willing to 
take over a necessary job that has put Califor- 
nia skin diving in the high position it holds 


today. >=» 
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PORTABLE 
AIR COMPRESSORS 





CHARGE 
AIR SUPPLY TANKS 
ON-THE-SPOT 


The Cornelius Portable Air Com- 
pressor offers skin divers an amazing 
variety of practical advantages—light- 
weight, sturdy construction, unusually 
low operating cost and modest pur- 
chase price. 


Designed With Your Needs In Mind 


Cornelius Air Compressors are pow- 
ered with heavy-duty AC electric mo- 
tors, or if preferred with 2 cycle air 
cooled gasoline engines. Pure, clean 
air at pressures up to 3000 PSI and 
Capacities up to 2 CFM free air. 


Write For Free Catalog! 


We will be delighted to send you com- 
plete and detailed information. 


THE CORNELIUS COMPANY 


562 39th Ave. N. E., Minneapolis 21, Minn. 
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SID BARRETT and GEORGE all 
By GEORGE DAVIES DAVIES at the first testing putt 
In “Spring Guns’ by Gustav Dalla Valle, of the Pneumatic Speargun the 
he nominates the three major principles of cheut five years age. |. te cont 
; > . R.—Carpet Shark and Blue 
spear propulsion as CO2, rubber and spring. G . A 
ke roper. Many Australians 
However, he eliminates the CO2 gun because have tested and approved nose 
it is ‘‘too powerful to be sporting” but prefers this type of gun. gun, 
the spring type over the rubber because he L 
found “the spring to be the more powerful ‘ion 
system’ apart from other reasons i 
As far as a gun being too powerful to be your 
sporting is concerned, my personal opinion is M 
that power is the life-blood of the speargun. I 
see little sport in driving a spear into a fish ow 
several inches, having him tear free, minus a Vis 
large slab of flesh, to die at some later date in consider it has no peers and few equals, if any, no overhead cost of CO2, there is nothi sO 
the bay around the corner. Rather would I see the wide world over. cheap as free air. All 
the spear pass through him and hold him Also, no explosion under water an no OPF 
Sec ure. If we derive our sport from the stalk- My main essentials for a speargun are nasty bubbles when the spear is discharg It Aq 
re and matching of wits with our finny power, accuracy, maneuverability, balance, re- has terrific power and will propel a spea for To 
riends, then we cannot look past the hand- liability and durability. There are many more 350 ft. out of the water. I will soon be te ting a 
spear. Still I do not wish to be unduly critical but I consider these the six most vital. Now its penetration in comparison with other uns 
of a fine article by such a fine spearman. consider these features of the “air gun”. A over here and will list the results later. I iave een 
are 7e ig eer -en it penerate 2"’ of seasoned hardwood with 
Let me, then, tell of the relatively unknown speargun charged with 45 cubic inches of a a : ehh head vod once . iiatiiatas 
Pneumatic Speargun which, like its compressed compressed air to 350 Ibs./sq. in. by a suitable Present nets ve 7 _ 
air friend the Aqua-Lung, is the ultimate small hand pump, the pressure being variable The gun itself is 22 _ overall, 18 beir be- 
according to the amount of air pumped in. hind the handle which is the point of bal ace. 
Invented by Trevor Davies some five years This air will last indefinitely. I have used an Operated with one hand it has the gr test 
ago, I have had the privilege to figure in the air gun continuously for 12 months without possible maneuverability. Any gun that ! is a 
development of this gun over the years and losing one |b./sq. in. of pressure. This means greater length between the trigger and th: ex- : 
| 
P. O. BOX 6541 LONG BEACH 15, CALIFORNIA 
on | SAFETY Non-Return Valve | 
MEET wl | 
FIRST | 
<= | 
a 
ie j This valve is a PRECISION 
. / machined assembly, and is 5 | 
Y «= J MACHINED from a SOLID H | 
/ ° } 
A> piece of | 
. } 
»\: METAL $24°° 
\ | VY 
\ | ws, | E 
’ ( 
\ NO MORE panic from losing mouthpiece, (even if the | ay ai! | as 
. VU 
GRUNNION Says iTS mouthpiece comes out at the end of a breath), | ~~. dgettY rumere 7 
MORE FUN WITH A valve will allow replacement and continued : - [se VALE, hee NOvG 
AFETY FIRST ‘ ‘ ae | ID 
NOW RETURN VALVE breathing with no additional effort. Que FOLLOWED py, 
‘ | 
NO MORE losing fish while you spend time trying to | re . —F 
KIT CONTAINS clear water out of breathing hoses. | ; 7 ~ 
ee NO MORE water filling hoses (valve will allow the ex- | u ) 
© Gehenet Chock Valve change of snorkel and breathing unit mouthpiece | —~ tb 
. . (! | 
: while face is submerged.) g ao 4 
1 Intake Valve Casing Cap , h h di s <p. — 
1 Exhaust Valve Casing Cap NO MORE gurgling from water that - _— in Se ‘ 
1 “T" Section Valve Casing around the mouthpiece into breathing hoses. SLI . 
1 Rubber Mouthpiece 
- P DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
amps ° ° one 
Sieeatie Sestebtattens teatewettnne. The Performance of this Valve is Unconditionally Guaranteed Py 
= = Viens 
14 — JULY — SKIN DIVER 

















" 
| 











treme rear of the gun than the length of the 
arm of the operator will foul the operators 
body if he does not turn his whole body with 
the gun. This is the case of the longer spring 
guns, but with the air gun the gun can follow 
the fish with no body movement at all. 


WASHINGTON 


THE BEACHCOMBERS 
By JOHN E. FRIARS 


Club interest has leveled off into a fairly 
consistent pattern. The Beachcombers now total 
45 paid members with another 20 or 30 appli- 
cations pending. Attendance at meetings still 
averages about 80 persons. A full program of 
club trips, beach parties and other events has 
been planned for the summer. The club has 
been invited to participate in the Seattle Sea 
Fair celebration, a late summer festival which 
has gained considerable national recognition in 
past years. The Beachcombers will also partici- 
pate in the West Seattle Hi-U, a sectional Sea 
Fair type of celebration. Diving demonstrations, 
frogman'’ escorts, etc., are planned for these 
appearances 


With the CO2 and the better rubber guns, 
all the gun is in front of the handle, thus 
putting them out of balance and necessitating 
the use of two hands. They are also hard to 
contro! in moving water. 


A tine discharge system is locked on the 
nose of the air gun and with the spear in the 
gun, perfect balance is attained. 


Lo:ding out of or under the water is op- 
tiona!. With rubbers that perish, springs that 
lose ‘ 1¢ir tension, and CO2 that limits shots to 
your >urse. 

Club officers Frank Wolff, Chuck Fendrych 
and John Friars lay claim to the most exciting 
trip of the month. They spent five days touring 


Mine is a Pneumatic Speargun. > 
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; the San Juan Islands in an open boat with a 
Vis Capt. T. A. Hampton Phone 298 GEORGE DAVIES with Blue Groper, Cod, Silver Drum- balky outboard of minute horsepower and ill- 
ritish Underwater Centre, Dartmouth mer and Red Morwong speared in 55 minutes with y ie : P - 
All f D E I d the air gun. Australia. fated propulsive action. The motor popped 
4 —-* L \ Sven, ENGran along enough, however, for the three to cover 
ap itus available to members \ A 
ving Boats from 18° to 35’ Diesel Cruiser the Islands thoroughly, from Anacortes, Wn. at 
1e south enc th iain, to ti i 
Aquc-Lungs — P. 40 AIR AND OXYGEN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA the sou end of ie chain o the Canaa an 
To r.embers — P. 37-7-6d RECHARGLING border on the northeast and the Strait of Georgia 
\EMBERSHIP — TRAINING — EXPEDITIONS  ¢ SKIN DIVING DERBY on the north. Highlights of the trip included 
Veee PEOCORODOOOOCC° O° CCC CCRC CCC CCR 2 MONTHS aelie BUY TICKETS EARLY pursu t of seals underwater unaerwater color 
photography, movies of porpoise rolling about 
@<Ke ial. the boat, and an encounter with a school of 
R eight killer whales (one with a_ tremendous 
>] a dorsal fin extending six feet above the water 
Ha 0, R Most exciting moments came in a bit of mid- 
¥ a night roving, when over 30 small sharks were 
4 Zz speared by flashlight, with hand spears. The 
ie a sharks (some dogfish and some of an unidenti 
1911S Catali A a fiable variety) ranged in length from 2% to 5 
a oa a feet long, and were attracted to the spearing 
. a g p g 
Redondo Beach, Calif. R by use of gutted ratfish (also taken in the same 
Phone R spot). John Friars was considerably surprised 
FRontier 5-6714 or 5-6327 R and not a little stariled when one of the five 
~ foot variety butted him resoundingly in the 
@ CORNELIUS PORTABLE COMPRESSORS & stomach with its hard snout. The shark made no 
a 
A attempt to bite, however, merely employing a 
e DESCO LINE A ramming technique approximating that of a 
@ HOPE-PAGE NON-RETURN VALVE R middle-sized goat. Other moments of activity 
a 
a occurred when the aforementioned outboard 
- a 
FOR AQUA-LUNG ~ gave out in the middle of a heavy rip tide oft 
; SCOTT HYDRO-PAK a the Cactus Islands. Amidst considerable amounts 
a 
a of ungentlemanly language and strenuous effort 
- g 
SPRING GUNS - CO2 GUNS a to keep the boat afloat, the motor was finally 
a 
WE RENT Bas i a ~ coaxed to life again after an hour of wallowing 
z and pitching. The trip was made without tents 
% AQUA-LUNGS % MASKS R or air mattresses, and with only a small amount 
a of basic food essentials, the three divers living 
2 ’ 
* SPARE TANKS * SNORKELS a mainly off fish, crabs, clams and rock oysters 
aA 
ote ARBALETES * SWIMSUITS a On the home front, activity has also been 
%* FINS R booming. Club members have taken plenty of 
4 ling, cabezone and rock cod. The lings have all 
- . STORE HOURS: R ranged above 20-lbs, the largest weighing in 
Expert Pool Instruction 10 to 6 Mon. thru Sat. i R at 30-lbs. Visibility gets better each week, and 
On Use of Aqua-Lung (Open Fri. till 8) And that darned big fish got % on several occasions recently has run 50-60-ft. 
A > 
9:30 to 12:30 Sundays away with my “Pee Wee! R in lighter bottom areas. All indications show a 
© >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>9>>>229>>>2>>>222>2>>>2>222>22>22>222222222>29>222222222222>22>22>22>>2>>2>>22>>9>>9>>29992992 @ fine summer of activity ahead, >= 
Creer 





DOLPHIN MANUFACTURING CO. 


(SKIN DIVING SHOP) MFG’S RUBBER SPEARFISHING SUITS 
SUITS ARE DRY TYPE — FRONT ENTRY — HOOD — MOULDED BOOTS 


DELUX PURE GUM $42.50 DELUX KELP 


if custom built suit desired—head, chest, waist, hips, crotch to floor, foot in inches, wrist, height, & weight required. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED — If no dealer in your area write for information. 
Open daily till 8:00 P.M. — Sunday till noon 
9642 EAST ARTESIA BOULEVARD Phone TOrrey 6-2185 BELLFLOWER, CALIFORNIA 
Vernet eCeOCtOCROODOODOOOLLLS 
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Saturday, June 5th—First three teams placing. 
Top to Bottom—Dolphins, Marlins, Kelptanglers. 





Sunday, June 6th—First three teams placing. Top to Bottom—Southern Calif. Skin D vers, 


Serpents, Long Beach Neptunes. 


1954 PACIFIC COAST UNDERWATER 
SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS ELIMINATIONS 


Sponsored by the Los Angeles Junior Chamber of Commerce in cooperation 
with the International Underwater Spearfishing Association and the assis- 
tance of the Los Angeles Department of Recreation and Parks, under sanction 
of the A.A.U. 


June 5 and 6, 1954, Cabrillo Beach, California 


Committees: Safety Kelptomaniacs; Patrol — Reef Rogues and Kelp 
tanglers; Fish Boxes — Dolphins and Los Angeles Neptunes. 

Sixteen teams qualified to compete in the Pacific Coast Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championships to be held August Ist, 1954 at Laguna Beach, 
California. The Muirmen will also compete as defending champions. 


Central California, Northern California and the Pacific Northwest are 
eligible to send one out of four teams or more to the Pacific Coast Under- 
water Spearfishing Championships if their Regional Championships are 
conducted under Sanction of the A.A.U 


David Campbell of the San Jose Barbs and Chairman of the CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS has advised the 
National Championships Committee of the 1.U.S.A. that their regional 
championships will be held in the Monterey region on August 15, 1954 to 
select a champion team to send to the Nationals at Key West, Florida, on 
August 29, 1954 

The National Championships Committee of the |.U.S.A. extends its sincere 
thanks to the KELPTOMANIACS, REEF ROGUES, NISEI KELPTANGLERS, LOS 
ANGELES NEPTUNES, DOLPHINS and all organizations and individuals who 
contributed to the success of the first annual Pacific Coast Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships Eliminations. 
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QUALIFYING TEAMS 


DOLPHINS — Pat O'Malley, Chuck Blakeslee, Paul Hoss 

SOUTHERN CALIF. SKIN DIVERS—Chuck Sturgill, Bud Abernathy, Bob Ha 
MARLINS — Gibby Dear, Roy Wilbur, Ed Barstow 

SERPENTS — Ed Gray, Mel Hostetter, Bill Bue 

NISEI KELPTANGLERS — Bill Yamachika, Sam Ichikawa, Hank Nonokawa 
LONG BEACH NEPTUNES — Dr. Washbon, Herb Sampson, Dr. Mathisor 
CHULA VISTA SEA SPOOKS — Wesley Andrew, Bob Johnston, Robert Stinp 
SEA STALKERS — Ross Van Meter, Virgil Wakefield, Robert Sperry 
CARPINTERIA HELL DIVERS—Charles Sylvester, Dr. Warren Sears, John Hiubb 
SNORKELS — Jack Dudley, George Hart, John Jens 

LA JOLLA SKINSTERS — Art Wilkinson, Frank Leinhaupel, Mike Carnoh« 
BOTTOM SCRATCHERS — Jim Stewart, Conrad Limbaugh, Beau Smith 
REEF ROGUES — John Reseck, Marshall Shackelford, Cliff Maas 


SHARKS UNDERWATER ADVENTURERS — Chuck Vallance, Roy Young, /ohn 
Carroll 


SEA COMBERS — Bob Young, Larry Nelson, Ted Heineman 
SEA DOWNERS — Bill Hazen, Marty Altman, Dick Hall 
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RALPH N. DAVIS, President 
of the 1.U.S.A. and Gen- 
eral Chairman of the Cham- 
pionships Committee dis- 
cusses world-wide spear- 
fishing tactics with Italian 
diving expert GUSTAV 
DALLA VALLE, June 5th, 
Cabrillo Beach, Calif. 
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MID-WEST AMPHIBIANS 
By EUGENIA J. WALKER 


vaukee residents are only a small part of 


the people of this curious world, and it was a 
few \ho braved the snow, sleet, and 32 degree 
tem iture in mid-March to watch Fred Rob 
erts 1 Bob Hintz submerge into Lake Michigan, 
n ruober suits, to prove to onlookers and the 
Milv kee Journal photographer, that they were 
wor 1S toast 

Since then, it has become a common sight to 
see ‘re Club, namely Fred, Bob, Chuck, Ralph 
Jerr Nick, Ray, Dick and Don, bobbing up 
and wn in inland waters, rubber-coated, car- 
trying their papooses, the lung. 

© Sunday, the ladies of the Club, the 
offic guards of accessory equipment and 


frogmen’s helpers, were rewarded by being 
squeezed into rubber suits and dunked. 

In the near future, the members hope to 
patch up and powder up for the last time, 
folding the rubber suits away for a colder 
season or colder waters, and paddle down in 
swimming trunk fashion. 

Our club, here, is starting to grow. The 
curious ask questions—the questions are an- 
swered. The fun we have—the cautions we 
vse—the unity of the members—attract the 
respect and interest of the onlooker. 

We only hope we may continue to command 
their respect, create more interest, and gain 
more confidences, to convince many more Mil- 
woukeeans to join our club of clean, wholesome 
sport, >s» 
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Mid-West Amphibians of Wisconsin. ‘‘May all of 
their children be Tadpoles.'’ 


SKIN DIVERS AND 
DEALERS, ATTENTION! 


A book is under preparation which will in 
clude a listing of ALL dealers in underwater 
equipment with their addresses, equipment car 
ried, and special services such as compressed air 
sale, arrangement of trips, etc. This list can only 
be complete if EVERY dealer will send informa 
ihe above subjects to the address 
listed in this notice. This particularly applies to 
smaller dealers who do not advertise regularly 
n THE SKIN DIVER. There is no charge for this 


The time and expense involved in a single letter 


tion regaraing 


will put your name before thousands of inter 
ested people. The same applies to any other 
commercial groups such as tourist camps, boat 
dealers and such, who cater particularly to 
givers 

This book will also include information on all 
the United States regarding types of fish, tem 
peratures of the water, visibility, accessability of 
the water, fish laws, good spots for diving, pre- 
cautions, etc. Any individual or club wishing 
to have their name in the book and receive 
credit for giving information are invited to send 
data on the above subjects. Copies of the book 
will go to all who help. This is a fine chance 
for beginning groups to put their names before 
interested parties in their area. We are particu- 
larly interested in inland water, Oregon and 
Washington coasts, the Bay of Mexico and the 
shores of Texas, and the Virginia and Georgia 
coasts. Please do not send pictures. All replies 
should go to: Hilbert Schenck, Jr., 55 Sedgwick 
Road, East Hartford, Connecticut. 


Four clubs from Central 
Florida, the Tampa Tri- 
dents, the Sarasota Sand 
Sharks, the St. Petersburg 
Underwater Club and the 
Clearwater Coral Kings, 
chartered three boats out 
of the Clearwater Beach 
Marina and spent a day of 
diving on the ‘‘Clearwater 
Wreck'’. This is a huge sea 
going dredge that sank in 
54-ft. of water in 1938, 17 
miles west of Clearwater in 
the Gulf of Mexico. The 
water was clear and the 
fish were plentiful. Many 
large barracuda were taken 
as the photo shows. L to R: 
BILL ODOR, Tampa; DAVE 
NELSON, Clearwater; BUR- 
TON McNEELY, Tampa; 
JIMMY BAXENDALE, Tam- 
pa; and FRED LOGAN, 
Sarasota. 


CALIFORNIA 


POMONA VALLEY 


SKIN DIVERS CLUB 
By WETBACK RALPH 


Most of this crew spent a lot of time in the 
water this past month, some of them having 
good luck. Part of the club spent two week- 
ends at Catalina. Porkie Casselman, Jerry Mann, 
Ken Roberts, Don Baldwin, Dick McBurney spear- 
ed some good-sized sheepshead and a few bass 
and Perch over there. They enjoyed themselves 
very much as the water was very clear as it is 
a big part of the time over there. The large 
Sheepshead were taken with Lungs at 60 and 
70 feet. McBurney and Casselman cleaned up 
on Sheepshead at South Laguna the first Sunday 
in May and a Sunday later a gang got to- 
gether at Salt Creek and there were a few 
small fish taken and also limits of Abs. Al- 
though the sky and water were cloudy, the roll- 
ers large and rough fun was had by all as 
usual. Ray Torry, Don Ware, Bill Sportell, Bob 
Frazer and others have been haunting the 
Breakwaters lately and twenty-five to fifty Ibs. 
of fish per man has been the usual take 

Three of the locals travelled North to a spot 
near Yosemite Park where they made a dive in 
1 cave to be the first man to enter the water- 
filled interior. We will report more on this ven- 
ture in another club report by our good friend 
and fellow diver, Bob Frazer, formerly of the 
Newport Harbor Sub-Mariners 


CALIFORNIA 


SEA URCHINS OF 


SAN GABRIEL VALLEY 
By STANLEY SEA URCHIN 


The dive for last mon was held in Mexico 
although it was a planned club dive, not all 
ie a 
could make it. All who did returned safely none 


he worse 





Jack La Belle took top honors Sunday for 
diver of the mont with a prize bass. All in 
all there was a nice mess of fish speared, and 
limits of abs taken. The weather was fine, but 
the water was rough especially on Monday, so 
nothing much was taken. 

One of the main events was when some of 
the fellows arose in the wee hours of the morn- 
ing (2:30 a.m.), to go clam digging, and 
brought back enough to feed the gang that day. 

One of the members of our club has recently 
acquired an underwater camera. Although he 
hasn't been able to give it much of a workout 
he plans to in the future. 

The club soon hopes to plan a dive for the 
clear waters of Catalina. The last dive that took 
place there, a 66-lb. bat ray was taken by Ed 
Shain (club pres.) which has been the best catch 
of the season, but the season has just begun so 
watch for more news of the Sea Urchins of 
San Gabriel Valley. = 
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By RICHARD CROSBY 





DID YOU KNOW THAT: Underwater TV cam- 
era was used locating wreck of Comet jet air- 
liner off Elba Island, sunk Jan. 10. Believed to 
be new Siebe-Gorman unit with revolving “‘per- 
iscopic lens’ of new design, good for 1000 


feet . . . “Believe It Or Not’’ Ripley’s column 
says Congo Eel is not an Eel, nor from the 
Congo — a Salamander . . . When Cousteau 


sipped wine he found in a salvaged amphorae 
jar in Greek Galley, he said, “It had all the 
mustiness and age there is in this world”... 


U. S. Navy salvage-diver trainees get a grad- 
vation test problem of raising a 180-foot vessel 
which is repeatedly sunk for their benefit. They 
are sent down, must locate what made it sink, 
then rig for salvage. Been going on since Nor- 
mandie rolled over at Pier 88 in New York, 
now school is located in Bayonne, New Jersey 


. Another test for these divers is this: the 
pre-cut boards of a disassembled wooden box 
plus a handful of nails and hammer are taken 
down by a helmet diver into ink-black harbor 
water. At some 40-foot depth, he must manage 
to assemble a reasonably-square box by feel 
alone—if he let's go of a board, it floats up, 
giving him a demerit—is judged by speed and 
accuracy. Must even account for all nails, | hear. 
Good stunt for skin diving beach parties after 
sun goes down . . . One might carry this too 
far and bring up a crated box-full of Abalones 
to boot, complete with shipping tags! (Ouch). . 


During the summer of '52 the writer sneaked 
up on a helmet diver at work on the bottom cut- 
ting off a steel concrete form at some 15 feet 
at Fire Island on Long Island's south shore. His 
tender didn’t see me slip in with rubber suit 
and Aqua-Lung until | rapped the helmet — 
scaring him out of a decade of life—while his 
torch, an oxy-hydrogen, boiled-away in all di- 
rections. Looking closer, he finally grinned at me 
and we shook hands as friends. The tender, 
meanwhile, they tell me jumped off his seat on 
deck when his man screamed over the phones. 
A practical joke they'll never forget! ... A new 
fast lens by Schneider makes practical the use 
of a press - sized camera underwater. It’s an 
F/2.8 for 4 x 5 formats. Very expensive and 
huge in size . . . A Navy diver friend of mine 
tells this: When a Vought - Corsair fighter plane 
buzzed low showing-off and trying to zip under 
the Brooklyn Bridge, he dipped too low and 
scattered into a thousand pieces when he 
“touched” the water. Navy brass was much 
disturbed over this. A team of divers was dis- 
patched to the area to pick up the pieces and 
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HEADQUARTERS IN 
NEW ENGLAND FOR 
SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 


Aqua Lungs and Refills 
Swim Fins and Masks 
Pirelli, Bel-Aqua and Seal Frogsuits 


French, American and Italian Spearguns 


Write for Free Catalog 


BILL’S AQUA SHOP 
181 LOWELL STREET 
| METHUEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
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give the daredevil pilot a proper burial. Using 
the Navy's heaviest, with man; 400 - pound 
Mark-V helmet suits, four men combed the black 
bottom for weeks, then my friend tells me he 
saw the grizzly sight of the pilot's head lying 
severed, as if carefully placed on the broken- 
off wheel of the plane. Quite unexpected was 
another equally chilling find: a concrete - filled 
washtub with two holes. In each hole were rot- 
ted-off leg-bones; a grim reminder of the 
“‘bump-off’’ era of the old gangster - prohibi- 
tion days! The sea holds many secrets. Some not 
so pleasant . . . New book: “‘The Midget Raid- 
ers’’, published by William Sloane Assoc., N. Y. 


—British torpedo - riders in action. True ac- 
counts of wartime exploits, written by two riders 
who lived it all. Very good. Will review here . . 
At the head of the San Marcos river in Texas, 
two years ago, an underwater theater was built. 
A submersible tank with windows dunks 100 





spectators underwater some four feet for effect JOHN HANSON, of Catalina, has just become o ‘‘Reef 
while entrance tube remains open at all times. Rogue’’. He is pictured here in full grief over t' = loss 

. P f 100-Ib. fin shark he h d to k i 
Two compressors feeding underwater breathing ih the pe hee thy voce sl pcg tent 2 lalla 


stations for performers who work at 30 - foot 
depths and reenact a picnic scene, underwater 
ballet, hand-feeding of fish, etc., also forces air 
into an underwater glassed-in air-pocket. Ducks 
dive to bottom for food, clowns cavort, audience 
can speak by intercom to divers; all during an 
hour-long show that, at the time it was an- 
nounced, was repeated four times per day, even 
during freezing weather, while the natural 
spring fed constant 70-degree water through- 
out the year. The place: San Marcos, Texas. 


Famed treasure hunter-writer Lt. Harry E. “iese- 
berg, whose movie story ‘City Beneath The Sea” 
was seen in U. S. theaters recently, wil turn 
this tale into an actual adventure which w'!! be 
filmed while searching sunken city of Port 2oyal 
off Jamaica. It may be televised coast-to-coast 
during first entry of city as a “‘live’’ show. Con- 
tracts with British government have been s: ;ned, 
| understand. Mr. F. L. Coffman, treasure map 
dealer and writer is associated with Riese erg. 


Some competition for Silver and Rainbow Springs Much correspondence exchanged between ws. 
to capture tourists. Boasts of underwater arena 

with 3-million gallons, structures involving 50- These two very capable men teamed as s: rious 
tons of steel, 20-tons of concrete, and a pump business men, no stunt. Two 300-foot vesse ; are 
that circulates 10,000 gallons of fresh water to involved, which might make it one of the best- 
keep the arena clear. Everything is big in Texas. planned and organized treasure hunts in hi-tory. 
. . « Exciting new attempt at ultra-deep salvage Investors were sought with cash and part cipao- 
of Galleons’ gold in Caribbean with diving trac- tion in an ad not long ago. More on tiis if 
tor-tank should make headlines in near future. they'll allow me. >= 
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FROM LA JOLLA TO CAPE COD 
It’s the EDCO 


SUB - MARINER / ¥ 




















G 


Soft, Warm <' 
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Comfortable 
FOAM NEOPRENE 
THE SHORTY ..__. $45 


(Illustrated) 
THE FULL SUIT. .. $75 
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DEALERS FROM COAST TO COAST 
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ANNOUNCING... 


acme DIVA 


TRADE MARK 
PATS. PEND, 


THE NEW Dive owes vou... Cffttee Gredithing | 
Sa SIMPLE... RUGGED... 
Construction 


ONLY DIVAIR 


GIVES YOU... 


e ULTRA FAST FLOW — more air quicker — A unit with 
only 6 moving parts 


DEMAND 
REGULATOR 















¢ Special “Extra-Flex”’ Diaphragm 
A built in constant time reserve* 
¢ All functional parts mounted on a bronze casting 


« Ruggedness! You can pick up the whole rig by the 
regulator 










DIVAIR recuator $80.00 
DIVAIR 2222""""""="" $142.50 
EXCLUSIVE U.S. DISTRIBUTOR 


DIVING 
CORP. OF 
AMERICA 


722 S.W. 8th STEET - MIAMI, FLA. 


* This device when adjusted to 
any given setting will give 
you an equal number of min- 


utes reserve, regardless of 





depth or rate of breathing. 






Settings are made by a simple 


exterior adjustment. 
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ostrica s-1 Has built-in 
snorkel, strong construction 
for deep-water use. $6.95 


“WORLD’S FINEST 
UNDERWATER 
SPORTS 


ostrica Specially E Q U i P M g Be 7 ” 
recommended for the 
expert skin diver. $5.75 
(Perla, a lighter 
version, $4.95) 


ete. $10.95, With one 
snorkel (not illus.) $9.95 


Made ein Italy, a complete ine of a underwater 
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By TOMMY BARCINSKI 


As | am still a novice in underwater spear- 
fishinz, my experiences in the Bay of Rio de 
Janeiro does not amount to much. However, 
in January I had the opportunity to fish with 
two Brazilian experts in the fishing sport: Ger- 
hard Friedrich and Jose Carlos de Britto, in 
Angre dos Reis, the best fishing resort in Bra- 
zl. v here was held, two weeks later, the III 
Camp -onato Brasileiro de Caca Submarina. 


ee 








TOP--ARDUINO COLASANTI, two sheepshead fish and 
TOMASZ BARCINSKI, spade fish. Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


CENTER—ARDUINO and TOMASZ with 195-kilo jewfish 
speared by GERHARD FRIEDRICH. 


BOTIOM—HENRIQUE SOLEDADE OTERO with his 
“Coca-Cola'’ jumping in at the famous ‘‘Ponta dos 


Meros"’. 


ONE DAY’S SPEARFISHING 






IN BRAZIL 


The idea of taking the trip to Angra dos 
Reis, came to us on the Arpoador beach, where 
our group of spearfishermen meet. We left the 
same day by car for the three hour trip to the 
small and picturesque village of Angra dos 
Reis, about 200 km. from Rio de Janeiro, 
where we met Abel Gazio and Rubens Torres, 
two of the best spearfishermen in Brazil 


Next morning the five of us (Gerhard Fried- 
rich, Jose Carlos de Britto, Henrique Soledade 
Otero, Arduino Colasanti and myself) hired a 
fishing boat, and sailed over to one of the 
many islands scattered in the Bay of Angra dos 
Reis, famous for a wonderful fishing place 
called “Ponta dos Meros’. It is a group of 
lonely rocks, emerging from the sea, the only 
drawback is that it is very deep and has strong 
currents. 


At the beginning Arduino and myself were 
the only lucky ones, as we used spring guns, 
while the others disposed of a gun called 
“Coca-cola”, acting on base of compressed 
CO2, of greater power, and used for bigget 
fish than the spade fish and sheep-head fish, 
which we had caught till now. 


At a given moment the shout: MERO!! 
(jewfish) electrified us. Immediately I jumped 
into the water to help in catching the fish. It 





PAULO SABOYA, one of the 

Brazilian spearfishing ex- 

perts, with a Great Amber- 

jock, 28 kg., speared at 
Cabo Frio. 






was hidden in a grotto, 12 meters deep. Gert 
dived to shoot. A moment later I heard the 
report of the gun, followed by the characteris- 
tic bubbles, and immediately I dived to help 
him pull the rope which links the harpoon to 
a little buoy on the surface, but the fish didn’t 
move. So meanwhile I was fixing the rope to 
our boat, Gert dived again and shot once more. 
After that, using the power of our boat to pull 
the rope, the fish came to the surface quite 
easily. It was one of the big ones. It weighed 
195 kilos. (430 pounds). 

Later Jose Carlos found another jewfish, and 
killed it with one single direct shot. It was 
also very big. It's weight: 154 kilos. (340 
pounds). 


Returning, we dived for an hour in another 
place, and we got some more different fish, like 
some amber jacks and snooks, of weight vary- 
ing between 5 and 10 kilos, and a heavy 
turtle. 


With these trophies we returned to Angra, 
and celebrated the day with an excellent din- 
ner. Next morning we returned to Rio in time 
to find all our friends at the Arpoador 
Beach. >= 


A TIP FOR ARBALETE OWNERS—!If you have 
trouble with the line falling out of that spring 
clip, try taking the rubber bulb from a 25-cent 
toy horn. Make a cut like so + on the large 
end of the bulb, slide the small end over the 
present clip line holder, and you have a perfect 
receptacle into which you can hurriedly stuff 
your line without worrying whether it is going 
to tangle, and best of all, it won't fall out 
when you are cruising or stalking a fish.— 
Coast of Maine Neptunes. >= 


TAVO SERRANO, CARLOS 
PAMPLONA and MARIANO 
PAMPLONA returning from 
a trip to Farallon de San 
Ignacio located in the Gulf 
of California, 25 miles out 
of Topolobampo. Beautiful, 
clear water and an abund- 
ance of fish and sharks 
were reported. 
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Light Weight . . . Easy to 
Put On and Take Off... 





BALBOA SWIM SHIRT 
AND LIDO TRUNKS 


zipper and short zipper 








































Just a sample of the swim 
suits and models that will 
be displayed at the coming 
“Skin Diving Jamboree'’, 
August 15 at the Marine- 
land of the Pacific, Portu- 
guese Bend, Calif. Tickets 
cost $2.50. Rose Marie Reid 
will present several of her 
new designs complete with 
gals inside. 


These NEW suits by Waterwear incorporate all 
the desirable features wanted in any diving suit. 


* 4 colors...Sea foam Green, Waterwear Blue, Golden 
Yellow and Ebony. 

°* Warm... even in coldest water. 

* Increased strength for longer life. 

© Will not deteriorate. 

a 


Corrosion-resistant zippers. 


NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNI 





DISTRIBUTED THROUGH: 
U. S. DIVERS CORP. 


1045 Broxton Avenue 
Los Angeles 24, California 





FLORIDA 
PENSACOLA FIN DIVERS 
By HARRY KENT 


With the summer season now in full 
the Spearfishing Rodeo sponsored by t 


sacola Fin Divers is well under way. This 
began July 1 and will continue throu 
tember 1. Every two weeks points are < 


to the member spearing the largest spex 
each of the types of fish eligible for the 
The points awarded in this way will be 
at the close of the Rodeo, and the r 
receiving the greatest numbers of points 
eligible for the grand prizes. 

Small spearfishing parties are orgar 
an informal basis among the club + 
every weekend, and most of the memt 
be found in the local waters every S 
and Sunday. Larger charter boat par 
also planned so that a good-sized gr 
get together to enjoy both fishing and 
ship. 

In the short time that the Fin Dive 
been organized, the club has been fc 
in obtaining a good deal of favorable 
paper and radio publicity for skin diving 
Pensacola area. Also, through participa 
civic and other activities, the club has 
to introduce the sport to a larger c 
people. By continuation of a program of 
relations and civic cooperation, this clut 
to do even more to further the sport 
future 

Y'all come on down and see us wher 
in the South. If you're a visitor or ne 
to Pensacola, we invite you to participate 
club's activities. Just get in touch wit! 
Kent at 8-4518 or Ben Skipper at 3-29 
information, > 
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NEW! ... Waterlite & FOAM NEOPRENE SUITS IN ATTRACTIVE COLOR: 


LA JOLLA SUIT 


unsurpassed tor diving comrurt 


Full leg and waist zippers for ec 
entry. 
Suit complete with hood. . $89 
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The “ARBALETE” (trade name) gets the big ones and won the Pacific Coast and National Championships in 


are 1953... !! Check these unique features: floats, silent, as powerful in shallow or deep water, warm or icy 





Here is the 
AQUA-LUNG 


Invented and used by Capt. Cousteau (author of the 
best seller ‘The Silent World’). The ‘Aqua-Lung 
is not an experiment; it has been used for eight 
years without one single casualty traced to a 
mechanical failure. It is standard equipment in the 
French, Canadian, British and U. S. Navies, and the 
Universities of Washington, Wisconsin, Stanford 
Berkeley, Texas, M.I.T., U.S.C., U.C.L.A., Pomona 
College, Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations, Fis! 
and Wildlife Service, U. S. Dept. of the Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation, Scripps Institution of Ocean 
ography, fire departments, American Red Cross 


) C shipping companies, harbor commissions, _ life 
ia guards, 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. (as in their 
masterpiece ‘The Frogmen’’), and by thousands of 


yachtsmen, sports and commercial fishermen 


The most momentous invention since the conquest of 

air, the “Aqua-Lung” opens up a new and richer 

world to the pioneers of our generation. You too 

can enjoy the exhilarating experience of neutral 

buoyancy and, like fish, escape the laws of gravity 
. effortless motion in any direction! 


Do not trade your life for a few silver pieces . . 
why take a chance? Dive with the “Aqua-Lung” of 
proved performance. 

All units complete for immediate use. 
JUNIOR (1, hour — no reserve) $125.00 
STANDARD (1 hour — air reserve) $160.00 
NAVY TYPE (2 tanks plus reserve) $260.00 


Pirelli 


Exclusive distribution of the famous Pirelli 





(Vulcanized) diving suit presently used by 
the FIOQMON. ....--000002-- With Hood $70.00 


U. S. DIVERS CORPORATION 


1045 BROXTON AVENUE 
ARizona 9-8750 Sm BRadshaw 2-1596 
WEST LOS ANGELES 24, CALIFORNIA 
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water. Every shot is free. No dangerous explosion to scare the fish away. 


1501 - Standard $25.00 1502 - Delux $35.00 1503 - Junior $19.95 Baby Arbalete $14.95 1519-Detach. Head $3.95 








Squale 


Navy type, unsurpassed in design and qual 
ity, with short, soft skirt; comfortable fit on 
the most sensitive faces. Will seal on frog- 
man suit. Widest field of vision, solid stain- 
less steel rim, shatterproof glass—the best 
insurance against accidents to the eyes. Of 
the seven American and foreign swim type 
face masks tested by the U. S. Naval Under- 
water Motion Picture Dept., U. S. Navy, 
only one, the French “‘SQUALE’ face mask 
was found satisfactory. enesveseesec ee 
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Underwater Photo and Equip. Co. 


o 


We endorse those products 


we find best by actual test. 


or speors MARES 


Most efficient and rust-resistant we 
have found. 


Prices — $16.00 to $99.95 
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Largest stock of underwater 
cameras in the world 


Adequate supply of diving equipt. 
90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Penna. 
Midway 2-6311 


PLPPPLPLELLLLLLLLLLDLL secccrrrerey 


24 — JULY — SKIN DIVER 






















All Aboard For 
CATALINA! 


SPECIALLY EQUIPPED 
SKIN DIVING CRUISER 


MARAY 


Glass View Ports Underwater 
Rigid Ladders Port & Starboard 
Large Sun Deck 
Aqua-Lung Instruction 


NOW! Aqua-Lungs rented and 
filled with water-compressed 
air aboard the boat. 


Trips every Sat. & Sun. 
7:30 A. M. FARE $6 
For reservations phone — 
Pierpoint Landing 
L.B. 70-0408 or NEv. 6-5759 
or the Skipper at L.B. 90-9070 
Reservations held until 7 A.M. 
Dive in calm, clear water with 
convenience and safety 


FOR CHARTER ANYTIME 
20 Passengers — $102.50 


Spotted Eagle ray speared and photograp ed by 
JOHNNIE CARROLL at Guaymas, Mexic« 


JOHNNIE CARROLL, member of the Sharks Unc rwote 
Adventurers Club, is shown here beside his iargest 


Guaymas, Mexico, catch. The Ramora in J-hnnie’s 
left hand was attached just inside the lower aw of 
this beauty. 

<a 
all 








$ 9 5 Swim Shirt 
or 
Pants Kit 

GUM RUBBER CUITS COM- 


PLETE AND EASY TO 
ASSEMBLE 


$9495 


MAKE YOUR OWN SUIT 
AND SAVE $$ 
AT 


Proctor s 


6-1768 — Phone — 701-22° 
128 WEST BROADWAY 
LONG BEACH, CALIF. 


FULL SUIT KIT 
FRONT ENTRY 
WITH BOOTS 
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UNDERWATER 
SAFETY CLASSES 


The Los Angeles County Department of Parks 
and Recreation, Aquatics Division, has their Skin 
Diving Program in full operation at this time. 
Classes are being held at various County pools. 
There cre three divisions in the classes as fol- 
lows: 

1. BEGINNERS UNDERWATER TRAINING—This 
dass i: for the novice with little or no skin div- 
ing exoerience. The instructions deals with the 
face plate and fins, how to ‘‘equalize pressure’, 
proper methods of submerging, and basic first 
gid an. water safety 

2. £DVANCED UNDERWATER TRAINING—This 
dass for the experienced skin diver who 
wishes to further his knowledge of the sport. 
t wil deal with ocean conditions, advanced 
equipr ent techniques, marine life, and the basic 
first oc: 2 and water safety 

3. SELF CONTAINED UNDERWATER BREATH- 
NG A°PARATUS — There are many problems 
which confront ihe diver using these devices. 
nstruc' ion will be on these problems and how 
to ave d them. Anyone using a Self Contained 
Under. vater Breathing Apparatus without first 
receiv J instruction is inviting danger and pos 
sibly -eath. The importance of this type of in 
sructi_n cannot be over-emphasized 

At oresent there is no admission charge to 
the pcols for these classes. However, there may 
be a very small admission charge to enter the 
pool the future. The instruction will remain 
tree 2ing a public service of the Los Angeles 
Count, Department of Parks and Recreation, Mr 
8. P. sruendyke, Superintendent, L. R. Williams, 
Aquat cs Director. Information may be obtained 
by wr ting a card or letter to Mr. Bev Morgan 
L A. county Lifeguard Service, Municipal Pier, 
Hermcsa Beach, Calif. >= 
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Attention Dealers 
LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! 


‘A completely vulcanized suit made in the 
\United States, by a rubber manufacturer 
{who is now celebrating his 75th year in 
)the rubber business. Listed below are some 
Sof the important facts about the manufac- 
turing of this suit. 


See 


High Elasticity ; 
Improved tear strength 

Fullness where needed 

Double thickness where needed 
All seams vulcanized 

Points of stress reinforced 


Qu Pk wn — 


CHEAPER IN PRICE THAN ANY 
OTHER VULCANIZED SUIT 


ALL DEALERS ARE INVITED 
TO SEND FOR CATALOG. 


FULL DISCOUNTS TO ALL DEALERS 


Wet and Dry Suits with Neck and Waist 
Entries 


Made expressly for Hal-Steck Sales 
By Parker Stearns and Co. 


SOLE DISTRIBUTORS: 


HAL-STECK SALES 


300 Sheffield Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
Telephone Dickens 2-0500 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


ATLANTIC MARINE 


EXPLORATION SOCIETY 
By BILL WOOD 


After many months of work forming a con- 
stitution, by-laws and a safety committee our 
club is ready to take its place among the other 
progressive clubs of the world. To the best of 
our knowledge, we are the first organized div- 
ing club in the State of Pennsylvania. Neverthe- 
less, this is a laurel that we intend to supple- 
ment by worthwhile accomplishments in_ this, 
the most interesting of sports 

Each week our club roster swells with the 
names of new members, members that are able 
and willing to be active participants in the 
activities of their club. Although our club, at 
present, has an average age around 28, there 
are no age restrictions that might bar valuable 
skin divers from our ranks 

In the future we plan to visit some of the 
many ships that went to their watery graves 
off our New Jersey shores. Since our part of 
the country was host to the Revolutionary and 
Civil wars we intend to explore the battle 
grounds that were protected from time through 
the hitherto barrier of water 

In closing, our club would like to give its 
thanks to the Germantown, Pennsylvania, Branch 
of the YMCA for its able and willing assistance 
in making our club possible. ~= 


MARK VII 
NAME CONTEST 


a 


\ 


We would like to advise you of the winners 
of our “name the gun” contest for the MARK 
VII. We have awarded three contestants a prize 
because the name we selected was suggested by 
them, however our rules stated, in case of a 
tie, we would award the prize to the contest- 
ant who's letter had the earliest post mark. 

PIRANHAS! was the name selected by our 
judges. This name was sent in by Ted Endi- 
cott, Jr.. Hollywood 46, Arnold Mellman, Pa- 
coima and Bob Manicki, Huntington Beach. 

It has been the decision of Pacific Sales In 
corporated not to change the name of the Mark 


VII, however Pacific Sales is sponsoring an in- 
ternational underwater spearfishing club which 
will be called, “The Piranhas Club 

Pacific Sales would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank all those who made name con- 
tributions, and express our appreciation for 
their participation in the contest. =» 





U. S. and Canada welcomed. 
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FOR 


One Year Subscription — $5.00 
Manuscripts and photographs from the 


DESCASPORT 


(Italian Spearfishing Magazine) 


American Representative: 


GUSTAV DALLA VALLE 
Old Mill Road 
Greenwich, Conn. 


SAVE UP TO 85% 


REPLACEMENT PARTS 


AND 


ACCESSORIES 


=) 4 Oia ey + OP 





* Portable Air Compressor 
* High Pressure Tanks 

* Swim Fins 

* Screw-Type Hose Clamps 





A COMPLETE LINE OF NEW, USED AND RECONDITIONED % 


j 
* Quick Release Safety Belts ad 
* Cartridge Belts for Ballast 
* Skin Diver’s Masks 


THOUSANDS OF ITEMS . .. AT A SAVINGS UP TO 85% 


WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM .. . CALL FOR INFORMATION OR ORDER BY MAIL. 
PLEASE ENCLOSE FULL AMOUNT WITH ORDER. ALL PRICES F.O.B. PASADENA 


EQUIPMENT 


* Neoprene Breathing Hose 
* High Pressure Manifolds 
* Rubber Flutter Valves 
© Rubber Mouth Pieces 





OPEN SUNDAYS...10 A.M. TO 6 P.M. 


C & H SALES CO 


2176 East Colorado Street * Pasadena 8, California * RYan 1-7393 
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SECOND ANNUAL PACIFIC COAST JUNIOR UNDERWATER 


SPEARFISHING CHAMPIONSHIPS — JULY 25, 1954 


Sponsored by Boy's Club of Laguna, 175 North 
Coast Blvd. Under Sanction of the A.A.U. 


The Pacific Coast Junior Underwater Spear- 
fishing Championships were started in 1953 by 
the National Championships Committee of the 
International Underwater Spearfishing Associa- 
tion in order to encourage the sport of under- 
water spearfishing as recreation and as a po- 
tential source of scientific knowledge. They were 
started at the request of Mr. William Anderson, 
Executive Director of the Boy's Club of Laguna 
Beach. Mr. Anderson volunteered to act as 
Chairman of the Pacific Coast Jr. Underwater 
Spearfishing Championships until the formation 





of the representative National Underwater Spear- 
fishing Association with Mr. Sortomme acting as 
Assistant Chairman. 

The Pacific Coast Jr. Underwater Spearfishing 
Championships are open to all organized clubs 
and sponsored teen-age groups. Application 
forms may be obtained from the sponsor or from 
Ralph Davis, General Chairman, 2124 Fargo St., 
Los Angeles 39, Calif. Age limits are 12 to 15 
years, inclusive. 

All clubs interested in helping with the 
beach activities of this Junior Championships are 
requested to contact Mr. Wm. Anderson at the 
Boy's Club, Laguna Beach. Committees needed 
are: Safety, patrol, fish boxes, transportation. 


~ 


The Reef Combers of Bell- 
flower receiving their first 
place trophy after the Jun- 
ior Underwater Champion- 
ships last yeor. July 25 is 
the date for the Junior 
meet this year and it will 
be held at Laguna Beach, 
California. 
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SKIN DIVERS HEADQUARTERS 
for San Diego County 





SPORTSGEAR FOR LAND & SEA 











BILL TOWLE 





 ¥ a AQUA-LUNG SALES 

I; Pe, SERVICE - REFILLS 

| Ae & INSTRUCTION 

| as RUBBER SUITS MASKS @ FINS @® GUNS 
KENCO 

1 Balsa & Fibreglass Surfboards 


LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA 
GLencove 5-3607 


‘Home of the La Jolla Skinsters”’ 








FINAL STANDINGS — 1953 


Ist Place—14-lbs., 12-oz.—REEF COMBERS 
OF BELLFLOWER—Craig Tyson, Bob Wick, De 
Royce Olson. 

2nd Place—SANTA BARBARA JUNIOR 5EA\LS.. 
Michael Wilkie, John Sturmen, John Hardcway, 

3rd Place — SEA CUBS — Jay Riffe Mike 
Vogel, Don Guyer. 


4th Place — HAMMERHEADS — Loy In. 
gram, Jim Warde, Chuck Logan. 


5th Place — LA JOLLA JR. SKINSTF 25 ~— 
Frank Hetzel, Don Tomlinson, Mike Kelle: 

6th Place —- SNORKEL JUNIORS — ugene 
DePaulis, Kenneth Alton, Rodney Piety 

7th Place — SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA | JUNIOR 
SKIN DIVERS CLUB — Mel French, Ray “earns, 
Jim Coyle. 

8th Place — LONG BEACH BEACHCC «BERS 
— Dick Charveny, John Brown, Bill Raw! gs. 

9th Place — SEA OUTERS — Hasty nold, 
Douglas Rich, J. T. Bird. 

10th Place — SAND CRABS — Peter Da- 
vid Nessen, Mike DsCarbonel. 


BARRACUDAS — John Wilkins, Noel  ilden 
Vern Duarte. 


SPEARHEADS — Walt Cooper, Ralpt eise 
Joe Ruff. 

TARPONS — Richard Arevalos, Texas Cash 
Jack Gill. 

An Abalone chowder feed will be -erved 
free by the Boys Club of Laguna after ve Jr 
Championships. Dancing and orchestra lubs 
divers, their families and friends are cc dially 


nvited to attend. 
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Underwater Spearfishirg 
Championships 


CUDA CUP CHAMPIONSHIPS (Florida 


July 
PACIFIC COAST JUNIOR CHAMPIONSH'PS 
July 25 
PACIFIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 1 
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHAMPIONSHI?S 
August 15 
D. Campbell, Chairman 
168 So. 26th Street 
San ose 27, Calif. 
EAST COAST CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 15 
NATIONAL UNDERWATER SPEARFISHING 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
August 29 
reed 


VILL LS 
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New Jersey’s Largest 
IN STOCK Selection of 
Underwater Equipment 
GUNS — MASKS — AQUA-LUNGS 
SNORKELS — FINS 


REPLACEMENT PARTS 
FOREIGN and DOMESTIC 


SOLOMON’S 
SPORT SHOP 


1171 Elizabeth Avenue 
ELIZABETH 4, NEW JERSEY 
EL 2-0404 
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PACIFIC MANTAS 
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By JAMES KOON 


15th expedition of the ‘'54'’ season got 

a fine start with an 8:00 a.m. dive off 
ell beach situated at the northernmost 
ry of Point Lobos State Reserve. 


particular beach, with its immense kelp 
ffshore, and its sheltered, rocky coves on 
ast portion, makes an ideal home for 
>f big sea-trout, some of which reach 2 ¥, 


5. 


n Chivors, one of the four charter mem- 
rrived panting on shore with an 8-lb 
1, which, when speared, actually charged 
»bergasted spearman. 


0:00 o'clock we had the pleasure of div- 
1 the Palo Alto Aqua Knights, who land- 
5-foot, 10-pound Wolf Eels. 


that afternoon we met the Monterey Sea 
ind the Northern California Skin Divers, 
he N.C.S.) invited us to an inter-club get- 
r at Bedago Bay on the 12th of June. 


ended up the day sorting out 35 pounds 
including a 10-lb. Cabezon. 


next day, Sunday, we spent most of our 
or choice abalones, one which measured 
n. Dustin also landed a 10-lb. cabezon, 
p the record that | set with my identical 
day before. 


day morning five very tired but satisfied 
men traipsed back to school, with the 
gh-light of the trip uppermost in their 
The feeling of kinship, of belonging, that 
t only when you meet the finest sporting 
the world, skin divers! >=» 
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Underwater S§ portsmen! 


Everything for the 


Skin Diver 





AQUA-LUNG 
“SEAL” SUITS 
MASKS 
FINS 
GUNS 


Write for illustrated leaflet 


Wi SLISS 


& CO., INC. 


342 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
BOSTON 10, MASS. 
Tel: HU 2-4130 


Established Over a Century 
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COUNCIL OF 
DIVING CLUBS 


At the latest meeting of the Board of Direc- 
tors of your Council, the constitution and by- 
laws which has been so ably drawn up by Surf 
Raider Stan Mitchell, was unanimously approved. 
A vote by club delegates is now in order before 
it becomes our official backbone. A few months 
work is represented by this constitution. Stan 
Mitchell is really in line for a pat on the back 
for this piece of valuable work 


The constitution, as we believe it will be ac- 
cepted, calls for election of officers at this 
time. McColloch Merman Jerry Thomas has been 
appointed nomination committee chairman. 
Nominations are in order for all positions on 
your council. ALL NOMINATIONS MUST BE 
SIGNED BY THE CLUB DELEGATE OR A CLUB OF- 
FICER AND BY THE NOMINEE! These nominations 
are in the name of a club, not an individual 
Closing date for all nominations is August 11, 
the date of the next council meeting. They may 
be made on the floor of the council meeting or 
by mail to: Jerry Thomas, 1036 Ave. C, Redon 
do Beach, Calif 


Our derby this year has even better prizes 
than in the past. And to top it off, a new rule 
has been added to help gain revenue for your 
council. To be awarded to the person who sells 
the most Derby tickets and Jamboree tickets 
goes the prize rated 2nd in value. At the mo- 
ment it stands as a rubber suit for this energetic 


person. Of course this could easily change as 


more prizes are added to the list. The tickets to 
both events are to be sold also by leading div 
ing stores due to the work of our good friend, 
Chuck Fremdling, of Wefco Rubber Mfg. Co. He 
has promised to distribute tickets and literature 
to all his dealers. This is the kind of cooperation 





NOW 


COMPLETE FREEDOM 
AND SAFETY WITH 


jl eotou my 


HYDRO-PAK 


surrounding atmosphere when head is out of 
water. If mask is removed and replaced under 
water—the ejector button will again quickly elimi- 
nate water from mask. Air cylinder contains 50 
cubic feet of compressed AIR with \ tank reserve 
supply — lasts up to 1 hour continuous use — 
permits depths to 200 feet. Cylinder valves at 
bottom for easy access. Harness, cylinder and hose 
distribution allows full body and arm movement. 
Leading the field for over 20 years, Scott 

has supplied more units for industry —fire fighting — 
and U. S. Air Force than any other company. 
Available at Kerr’s Sports Shop or your local dealer. 
Dealer inquiries are also invited. 


THE FINEST, SELF-CONTAINED UNDERWATER 
BREATHING EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE 


Full, natural rubber face mask provides 

a completely waterproof seal and the 5% inch 
“picture window” safety glass lens permits 
perfect clear vision. 

Air economizer allows you to breathe the 





SKIN DIVERS 
JAMBOREE 


PRIZES AND SURPRISES . 
THE MOOD... 

This is just the background of the gala SKIN- 
DIVERS JAMBOREE at the fabulous new Marine- 
land. This underwater haven is not just another 
aquarium, not by a long shot. Gigantic tanks of 
fish both local and foreign are exhibited alive 
under natural surroundings. The entire facilities 
of this aquatic wonderiand are at the disposal 
of all who enjoy our Jamboree. The $2.50 ad- 
mission for adults and $1.50 for kids is a real 
bargain. This price includes $1.00 worth of food 
of your choice which makes it a $3.00 value, 
according to Marineland prices even without the 
beautiful bathing suit models, the magician, Fa- 
ther Neptune and the underwater competition, 
water skiing and many other events. August 15 
is the big day. Tickets may be purchased from 
club delegates and many of the leading diving 
stores. There are special secret events planned 
which will literally take your breath away. | 
can't divulge any secrets but keep the safety in 
position on your spearguns and wait for a big 
howl! It’s going to be terrific! >= 


FOOD TO FIT 


needed between the manufacturers and the div- 
ers. Are there any other jobbers that would like 
to help us raise money? We have hopes for 
some newspaper stories in connection with a 
rather novel publicity stunt to be held one week 
prior to our Jamboree. This should make the 
tickets easy to sell, so be prepared. Be certain 
that your frieneds who will probably attend the 
new Marineland anyway, do so on August 15 
with one of our tickets. Don't get caught short 
and have them tell you ‘but | went to see it 
last week! >=» 









9584 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Calif. 
phone BRadshaw 2-4304 
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Box may be adapted for your own camera— 
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best Spearfishing, come to.. 


Just one hour from Miami by Pan 


American, three flights daily, no 
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passports or papers needed. 


A full line of underwater equip- 
ment for sale or rent, including air 


tand spare tanks at prevailing U.S. 


prices is obtainable at the — 


CLINIC PHARMACY 





P. O. Box 1012 
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DO IT YOURSELF 





Underwater Camera 


Box Castings 


Waterproofed 
(Impregnated) 
4,3 or 543 inside dim. 


Reflex, Miniature or Motion Picture 


Ace Lab 


10364 STATE STREET 
LYNWOOD, CALIFORNIA 


@ >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>999999999999@ 





For some of the World’s 
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NASSSU, 
BAHAMAS 


Elizabeth Avenue, Nassau 


more details re. accommodations, boat 


rentals, etc., write Airmail (10c) to 


Nassau, Bahamas 














TOP—"‘Y'’ MERMEN MEET MERMAID. Miss Vermont, 
representing the Vermont Fish and Game Department 
becomes ‘‘game’’ for PAUL PELLERIN, NICK RICARDO, 
JOE JANUSH and PAUL TAYLOR, who demonstrated 
YMCA Underwater Safety features in the water tank 
at the 1954 Sportsmen's & Boat Show. 
BOTTOM—THE SUB-AQUATIC CLUB BOOTH. BOB RICH- 
MAN, vice-president, STEF TJAARDA, secrectary, NICK 
RICARDO and PAUL TAYLOR, inspect the new ‘‘Mar- 
ino"’ snorkel-mask, which was demonstrated at the last 
day of the show. 


CONNECTICUT 


GREATER HARTFORD YMCA 


SUB-AQUATIC CLUB 
By STEF TJAARDA 


Twelve members of the Greater Hartford 
YMCA Sub-Aquatic Clubs demonstrated YMCA 
Underwater Safety features in a water tank, at 
the 1954 Connecticut Sportsmen's and Boat 
Show. A total of 17 demonstrations were given, 
for an audience of over 12,000 people. 

A positive factor of this program was the 
enthusiasm of YMCA Club members, who gave 
their time and interest to the show. 

Considering the temperature of the water 
tank (between 35 and 45 degrees!), the condi- 
tion of the water (after sharing it with an 
Alligator, Seal, Dogs, Ducks and three fully 
dressed log-rollers!), this show of enthusiasm 
was to be considered a major factor. 

All YMCA Club members volunteered their 
time and efforts and have received no remun- 
eration. Besides demonstrating YMCA Under- 
water Safety features in the water tank, the 
members were also active in the club booth, 
where they gave information about club activi- 
ties. Four types of diving lungs were demon- 
strated. The A-lung (re-breather), the Aqua-Lung, 
the Momsen escape lung and a _ self-made 
lung. >= 















AQUA-LUNG REFILLS 


Complete Line of Skin Diving Equipment 


Lyle A. 


HOSKIN & SON 


2527 WEST COAST HIGHWAY _ -:- 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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NEWPORT, CALIF. 









NEW YORK 


LONG ISLAND 


DOLPHINS 
By RICHARD CROSBY 


With Hollywood focusing so much oa 
on epics in King Arthur's time, it se 
though our club was influenced by the tre 
voted to adopt a beautifully designec 
and crown insignia that would make ev 
Arthur proud. Very soon now members 
seen wearing it on their newly order 
nylon battle jackets bringing with it, nc 
an air of distinct respectability, neatne 
envy. The emblem was ‘‘legally engineer 
cording to rules of heraldry, | hear, a 
beautiful thing, complete with a crowr 
seven points stand for the original seven 
members. 

The club members wish to express tt! 
cere thanks to sponsors of the first Lonc 
Sports and Vacation Show held at the 
stead Armory, where the club was giv 
space to encourage the sport. 

The sincerest thanks and congratulatic 
to Miss Juli Daves. As publicity director 
well known department store in Hempste 
arranged to have the club and the sport 
an entire 28-foot street floor window 
to skin diving apparatus, material about 
tivities of the Dolphins, many copies of t 
DIVER magazine, as well as related boc 
Miss Daves also authored a leaflet 
Diving To Adventure In Long Island V 

During this Dolphins’ publicity festiv 
Daves also invited Dr. Eugenie Clark to 
in person at the store, to meet the pub 
autograph copies of her book. The club 
brass""’ appeared nightly, meaning Mr 
and Mr. Ferg. 

During the June 2nd meeting rumors « 
new state law prohibiting spearfishinc 
heard, also that the last law granting lo 
lages and towns the right to prohibit skir 
in their waters was indirectly contested 
Constitutionality where wild life is 
when an upstate incident was thrown 
court proving it a matter of Federal La 
local. When Paul Fransella, club represe 
was in Albany to try and stop this law, 
pushed through without a public hearin 

During the Memorial Day weekend c 
turnout of members was seen at an ir 
beach party at Tobay Beach. A good tin 
had by all except for a single pretty c 
when Miss Dian Young cut her foot anc 
bandaided to the June 2nd meeting. 
how many male members want fd sit clo 
her! Dian, please attend every meeting! 
Spring a young man's fancy turns to 
spearfishing, of course! 

And speaking of pretty things, the m 
voted to give equal status to women as 
bers if they can qualify as good swimme 
pass any tests which may be voted or pr 
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Michigan Divers 
Headquarters 


“Only the best by actual test” 


Aqua-Lungs — Compressed Air 
Complete Accessories 





Right on the lakefront. Boats and instru 
always available. 


and Salvage Company 


688 Sandy Beach 
Clark Lake, Michigan 
Phone 2654 





Home of the Inland Aqua Fools Club 
Located 10 miles southwest of Jackson, / 


Michigan Divers’ Equipment 
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CALIFORNIA 


WEST L. A. NEPTUNES 
By GENE DANIELS 


THE WEST L. A. NEPTUNES—MAY IT REST IN 
PEACE 

The latest business meeting of the club finally 
settle a two-month-old debate, ‘Shall we re- 
name our club?"’ We have been proud of our 
name, “‘Neptune’’, but it did not give us the in- 
dividuality which we so rightly desired. 


So, we are proud to announce that upon the 
ynani nous vote of the membership upon a name 
sugge ted by prospective member Al Jackson 
and not so prospective member, my lovely wife 
Nettie Daniels, the West L. A. Neptunes shall 
rest ir. peace. 


The new name? THE SEA LANCERS OF SANTA 
MONI! <A! 


The Sea Lancers have been diving frequently 
near he site of the coming SKIN DIVERS JAM 
BORE. and on two occasions some strange re- 
ports came from some usually very sober and 
reliac e members. | hesitate to write this story 
gs it reeks of sensationalism, but | feel it my 
duty 1s a club reporter to alert divers in the 
Palos Verdes area. Each report is basically the 
same. At a depth of about thirty feet in fairly 
murky water about dusk and nearly a quarter 
mile off shore, some type of an animal (?) ap- 
proac ed each diver making menacing move- 
ments Both club members made an outboard- 
motor retreat into a kelp bed and then on to 
shore. What was the animal? A grotesque shape, 
more ‘ike a man than a fish, and nearly seven 
feet jong! It swam rather clumsily as though it 
didn’: live normally in the water. There is spec 
ylation in the club as to whether or not there is 
ony connection with some flying saucer reports 
n th neighborhood at the same time. We feel 
this a very serious matter and consequently 
made reports to the proper authorities and at 
that ‘ime learned that these were not the first 
repor's of this kind. If any further sightings are 
made by any reader | would appreciate him 
contacting me. >= 


ater. No ‘special privileges’ here, say these 
knights of the round table. Tsk-tsk, such chiv- 
alry! The location for the big meet hasn't been 
decided yet. Montauk Point was ruled ‘‘too far 
and ‘ too shallow’’. 

Mr. Erwin Ernst, associated with the research 
phase of the N. Y. State Conservation Depart- 
ment, spoke of his project of fish behavior study 
nvolving such innovations as permanent tripod 
fixtures at various underwater locales for use in 
time-lapse motion picture automatic and manual 
recording. He urged members to fill out reports 
prepared by the department answering ques- 
tions on fish, temperature, vegetation, etc. =» 





Protect your eyes and nose — see where 


you're going — and explore the under- aig » 
water wonder world with this im- J } 
ported Mediterranean swim mask! / > Ny 
Softest, strongest rubber seals © x 
4 100% watertight to face. i on 
J/ Extra wide, clear vi- ] 
\ sion. Only $3.9. 0 
’ NEW Skin Divers’ ’ 
complete catalogue-magazine show- 
_ & ing imported & U. S. snorkels, 
YE guns, Aqua-lungs, fins, knives, 
_—~ and other diving gear. 25¢ (J 
Imported swim gloves $2.50 [] Imported 
Depth Gages $1.95 [] Sleek rubber trunks 
$4.95 [ 
Check your order and enclose cash [] 


check [] money order (1, (ppd.) or c.o.d. [1 
Send to Aquafun, Davenport 4, lowa, today! 





| with AQUAFUNI! 





ILLINOIS 


TIGERS OF THE SEA 
By JIM WHITNEY 


The club has been very busy the last couple 
of months preparing for summer activities. We 
will dive in the fresh-water lakes in this area 
and in Lake Michigan. 

Our next meeting, which will be the last 
before our summer activities begin, we are 
going to elect officers for next year and also 
raffle a spear-gun and a marino snorkel mask 


The biggest activity during the winter was the 
showing of the ‘Silent World’. Mr. Stanley 
Greer of Greer Marine Supplies in Chicago ob- 
tained the films for us from Paris, France. We 
showed the film in the auditorium of a near-by 
high school. We had over 400 underwater en- 
thusiasts in attendance. Before the film we 
gave a demonstration on the stage of different 
types of equipment including the entire full 
dress Navy helmet and suit. We also demon 
strated self-contained outfits—Aqua-Lungs, re- 
breathers, etc 

Early in June a couple of club members went 
down and tried the lake water. They found 
cold with poor visibility as we have had 
cold spring in the Chicago area. =» 


CALIFORNIA 


McCULLOCH MERMEN 
By MEL NOLEN 


The McCulloch Mermen held their regular 
monthly meeting on the second Thursday of 
this month at which time it was decided to 
make our outing trip to Laguna Beach on the 
following Sunday. 

Sunday arrived, along with clear weather for 
a change, and we took off for what we hoped 
would be a day of fine diving. After a fifty-mile 
trip we arrived to find the ocean rough, dirty 
and altogether unsuitable for any type of fish- 
ing. Even the line fishermen were not to be 
seen. 


Cal Barnard brought back the only catch of 
the day, three fair Green Abalone. 

The following Saturday night the Mermen 
held an all-night weiner roast at the Glass 
Chapel and followed it with a days’ diving on 
Sunday. 

Bob Bault has purchased a boat and he re- 
ports that he is always glad to have any of the 
club members over for a nice social visit any 
Saturday. Of course you can visit while you 
paint or sand the hull. >» 
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Virgin Islands 
“The Skin Divers Paradise” 

DELIGHTFUL CLIMATE ALL YEAR ROUND | 


AQUA-LUNGS 
For Sale or for Rent - Refills 


Large stock of 
UNDERWATER EQUIPMENT 


Cressi - Champion - Hurricane 
Pirelli - Squale - Voit - etc. 


at 


‘‘La Belle France”’ 


Cc. & M. Caron Main Street 
St. Thomas, U. S. Virgin Islands | 
\ - - — 


JERRY’S 
Diving Equipment 


1036 Ave. “C”’ 








Redondo Beach, Calif. 


All Skin Diving Equipment Carried 
Complete Lungs from $29.95 to $160.00 
Speargun Repairing 
All Lung and Regulator Repairing 
Water Skiis, Paddle Boards 
Boats 12 ft. and up 
Salvage work by the 
job and hour 
Mail Orders Accepted 
OPEN 8 A.M. TO 8 P.M 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
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C ameracraft Shop Inc. 


Underwater Cameras and Equipment 
Headquarters in New England 


Frogman Suits Flippers and Masks 
Spears and Spearguns 
Underwater Cameras and Housings 


Aqua-Lung Repairs for the 
East Coast 
24 Hour Service 
Write for Free Catalog 


515 ESSEX STREET LAWRENCE, MASS. 


Telephone 3-0776 








PHONE EXbrook 6-4266 - 9-4464 - 6-8484 


Our 





Artificial Lungs 











The Thrilling Year-Around Sport 





“‘Water Gill’’ Products 
2547 Lincoln Blvd. 
Venice, California 

has been 

tested, purified by filter 


less than one millionth 
of foreign 


Rubber Suits per 

Spear Guns matter per 100 cu. ft Locker Space 
f a by test for 3 : 

Air Refills health’s safety. You Quick Repairs 


taste it! 
Bay Area Dealers for DOLPHIN Rubber Suits. 
Charter Service — Skin Diver - Fishing 
Beginners: See Bob Lorenz for advice and expert help. 
Romp with Father Neptune and the Mermaids!! 


EVERYTHING FOR SPEARFISHING 


UNDERWATER SUPPLIES 





Snorkels 
Frog Feet - Masks 














Visit the fascinating underwater world 














SKIN DIVER — JULY — 29 













SKIN DIVERS 


@ TANKS FILLED 
@ CERTIFIED AIR 
@ AQUA-LUNGS 








@ SPEAR GUNS 
@ RUBBER SUITS 
@ MASKS - FINS 


SPORTLAND 


406 So. Lake Ave. 
PASADENA, CALIF. 
Mon. Eves., 9:30 SY 6-6505 





Sti datndt 
CEE 


UNDERWATER 
CAMERA CASES 


Custom made of clear 
plastic or metal to fit 
your camera and light meter 


Motion picture or still 
Complete external controls 


Discount to Dealers 


Call Volmer Jensen 


Production Models Shop 


104 E. Providencia Ave. 
Burbank, Calif. THornwall 2-8753% 
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SPEARFISHING 
SUPPLIES 


Arbalete Guns, Masks, 
Snorkle Tubes, Spears, 
Frog Feet, Swim-Fins, 
Bel-Aqua Suits, 
etc. 


WwoonDy’s 


Sporting Goods 
127 N. Tamarind, Compton, Calif. 
NE 1-6728 


One Block north of Bank of America 


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>2>>>>>2>>>>>>>999>99> 
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New Jersey’s 


Complete Selection 
SWIMFINS — MASKS 
RUBBER SUITS — SNORKELS 
AQUA LUNGS — GUNS 


ROBERT KISLIN’S 
Sporting Goods 


710 Main Street 
Asbury Park, N. J. 
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DOLPHINS after a club con- 
test near Laguna Beach, 
California. Left to right: 
JIM AUXIER, CHUCK BLAK- 
ESLEE, CHUCK COOMBS, 
RONNIE VAN FLEET, PAUL 
HOSS and PAT O'MALLY. 
The Dolphins had six con- 
tests prior to the P.C. Elim- 





inations. 
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COAST OF MAINE NEPTUNES 
By DON LAMONT 


Our first diving meet was held on June 6th, 
but due to cold, rough, and muddy water, with 
a chilly breeze blowing, only three members 
entered the water—with rubber suits. No fish 
were taken, or even seen for that matter. One 
of the hardier boys, Bob Sawyer, entered the 
water in a pair of bathing trunks. He almost 
shook to pieces before we got him thawed out. 
We now realize, in order to make our club a 
successful one, every member will need a 
rubber suit as standard equipment. Water 
temperature here stays at around 50-55 degrees 
during the summer months and, of course, drops 
way down in fall and winter. 


Our vice-president, Commander Walter C. 
Sands, USN, ran across some information on 
cold water exposure which we consider vital 
knowledge to our members and which should 
prove of interest to other clubs. We hope to 
submit this for publication in the Skin Diver 
next month, after we secure permission from 
the author for its use. 


We are fortunate in having a new member, 
Ensign John F. Adams, USN, who has been 
trained by the Navy in the use of self-contained 
diving equipment. He has volunteered to serve 
on our Safety Committee and will assist in 
writing the safety regulations for members 
owning and using lungs 


| might mention as a matter of general in- 
terest that several of our members are service 
personnel with valuable technical experience. = 





Mid-Western 
‘Skin Divers’’ 


Let's go swimming with “Amateur 

Diving Equipment of Proven Qual- 

ity and Dependability’. We spe- 

cialize in famous name products. 

“Aqua-Lung” @ Seal rubber suits 

DESCO @ Masks @ Fins @ Guns 
Air Refills 


Experienced ‘‘Lung”’ Instructors at your 
Service! 


SPORT DIVER CO. 
1523 W. State St. 


Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
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LOS ANGELES NEPTUNE: 
By HARRY KEEVER 


On Sunday, May 23rd, Terry Lewis, a mem- 
ber of the Los Angeles Neptunes, was saved 
from drowning by Jerry Huth and some of his 
friends at Laguna Beach. Artificial res; ration 
was administered and after that a police ala- 
tor was used for considerable time to estore 
Terry's breathing. He was taken to the pital 
in a serious condition. On Sunday, May th, 
visited Terry Lewis at the Veterans’ Hos; ‘al in 
Long Beach. | was pleasantly surprised find 


him sitting up in bed reading a book. He greet- 
ed me with a cheerful ‘Hi, Harry, I'm sur glad 


to see you. Believe me, the feeling ws mv- 
tual! From the reports that | had receiv dur 
ing the week, | thought his condition we ./d be 
much worse than | found it to be. Tho his 
condition had been serious, his recove was 
rapid and from all indications it will be com- 
plete. Terry himself says that he believe: there 
is a miracle involved. He feels fine and ‘s al- 
ready talking about going diving w the 
gang. 

In the group meeting held on May 25:4, the 


club was unanimous in its expression of cppre- 
ciation to Jerry Huth and the others for «saving 


Terry's life. 

Re the club: The Neptunes are going strong 
and it was necessary to charter a secor boat 
to take care of the members who are going div- 
ing at Catalina on our next club outing. As usual 
the club has one business meeting per month 
and one club outing. For those who mig)it not 
know, there are no diving requirements be- 
come a member. The club is open to those in- 
terested in good fellowship and diving with a 


group of fellows who swim for the pleasure it 
affords. ~= 


Just Published! 


‘SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been develope: in 
the last five years for: 


Helmet Diving—Mask Diving — ‘ elf- 
» C d Diving E anc the 


Latest. Spearfist ing 

Po Te a Equipment ond 
\ . Techniques. 

Ly) 

ee ny) 

; - 8 7. 

\, In addition to ready made equipment now a. ail- 

» | \ able, there are many practical hints on equip- 









ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustratec At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or ««nd 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
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RATES: Personal—$1.00 minimum or 4c per word. 


Commercial—8c per word. Payment must accompany 
copy before deadline date, 10th of month. 





SPEND YOUR SUMMER VACATION spearfishing 
in ovr clear waters. Attractive housekeeping 
wttage under our oaks sleeping four with pri- 
vate svimming beach $6 a day including use of 
ssilboct. Alden yawl charters just above cost. 
four svallow sunken wrecks. Snappers, groupers, 
redfish, jewfish, octopi, mantas and sharks. 
Write Lt. Col. J. L. Hitchings, USA, Ret., Oak 
Harbo:, Southport, Florida. 


The most powerful and complete little imported 
ltalian speargun on the market, the ‘Nettuno 
Kid’ -pring gun with safety and carrying case, 
$14.95. “‘My reputation is your guarantee.” 
The Forida Frogman, Kendall and Marathon, 
Florid 

AMAZ:-NG quick release 2"’ nylon belt, 12 Ibs of 
lead ‘iscs (6), adjustable, will not slip—$8.00 
Discs available. Tommy Amerman, 7096 S.E. 
Hazel Rd., Portland 6, Oregon. 

SURPLIS Cornelius compressor, $150.00. Con- 
verted for Aqua-Lung filling. Pressure up to 
2500 'bs. Complete, ready to go. 110v 1/2 hp 
motor, air filter. For information, T. E. Ameran, 
7096 5.E. Hazel, Portland 6, Oregon. 

ANOT4ER ADDRESS: By the time you read this 
the FLORIDA FROGMAN will have another store 
in the heart of the Florida Keys, located at the 
Sea Forse Motel, Marathon, Florida. ‘“‘Diving 
headquarters in Tropical America." 

SUMMER SPECIAL for June only: The most pow- 
erful and most beautiful CO2 gun in the world, 
the famous ‘“‘Super-Tum"’ by Rex-Hevea of 
Milan. A $100 gun for $89.50, postage paid. 
‘Where quality keeps the house and service is 
more than a word.” The Florida Frogman, Ken- 
dall and Marathon, Florida. 

VACATION FLORIDA KEYS—Cabins $30.00 week 
for four people. Reasonable meals. Boat rentals. 
Plenty of diving activity. Air and unit rentals 
available. For further information write to Motel 
Pizza, Box 154, Marathon, Fla. 

SELLING: New 2 hour automatic rebreather $50. 
Excellent for stalking fish. Leaves both hands 
free at all times. Demand valve permits rapid 
depth changes. Write for particulars: Ted Huk, 
box 313, Monroe, New York. Phone Monroe 
32203. 

TEN MONTH TRIAL subscription to THE DEEP SEA 
DIGEST, mail $1.00 to O.R.A. Box #333, South 
Miami, Fla. 

SKIN DIVING JAMBOREE — August 15, 1954. 
Adults, $2.50. Marineland of the Pacific, Portu- 
qese Bend, Calif. Advance ticket sale only. 
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Diving and Photography 
School 


— MIAMI — 


COMPLETE CURRICULUMS 
Charter Cruiser ‘‘ARBALETE"’ 
Trips to Bahamas and Keys 


HYDRO-PAKS — AQUA-LUNGS 
UNDERWATER MOVIES — STILLS 


Phone 3-7966 


MARINE PHOTOGRAPHIC. 


and 


EXPLORATION CORP. 


2219 Biscayne Blvd. Miami, Florida 
_S— —— J 


























QUICK SALE—Single cartridge, early model Bar- 
racuda CO2 gun - $20.00. Accurate, depend- 
able, fully rigged. Paul Hoss, 12905 S. Butler, 
Compton, California. 


AQUA-LUNG—Latest 2600 PSI Model with hour 
and half single Tank needing no weights. Used 
once. Private party will sacrifice complete $119. 
Glenwood 72482, Malibu, Calif. 


35MM. CAMERA—With underwater case. F. 3.5 
lens focus and F setting controllable from out- 
side. $75.00. Custom underwater case for a 
Rolleiflex with all outside controls. Chuck Peter- 
son, 1718 W. 242 Place, Harbor City, Calif. 
Davenport 64212. 


PRESSURE COOKER CASE FOR 16MM KODAK— 
$20 or $100 with Camera (F 1.9 lens). Case 
suitable for many other cameras. Phone Long 
Beach, Calif. 90-9070. 


FOR SALE—Desco B Lung with extra cylinder, 
also Brown back entry suit. New condition. Both 
for $190. G. Thorpe, 4431 N. Hopkins St., 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


ONE-MAN RUBBER BOAT, $12. Large paddle- 
board, $15. Call TUcker 5369, Los Angeles. 


DRIVING TO LA PAZ, BAJA CALIF., MEXICO? 
It's a rugged trip! We've done it. But the spear 
fishing en route is worth it. However, before 
you make the trip get our mimeographed ac- 
count which includes tips on the best fishing 
spots and valuable suggestions on necessary 
equipment needed for the rough trip. Send $1. 
to DAHL ENTERPRISES, BOX 45324, LOS ANGE- 
LES, 45, CALIF. 


SPEARFISHERMEN!! — Want a hand modeled 
Skin Diver spearing Grouper mounted on base of 
Scallop Shell Ashtray—glazed and finished in 
realistic underwater colors. We make ‘em— 
$2.25. Send to PIERRE & RAM, 2935 Lincoln St., 
Camp Hill, Pa. 


HEADS | WIN, TAILS YOU LOSE. Imported Italian 
spear heads that will fit all good Italian guns, 
23 different types, the largest selection in 
America. $2.95 complete during July. ‘‘Com- 
pare the rest and buy the best.’’ The Florida 
Frogman, Kendall and Marathon, Florida. 


SWAP OR SELL—new, heavy rubber, white, back 
entry, full frog suit, $25. Made for man approx. 
6’ 4” tall, Weight approx. six Ibs. Will swap 
for shorty rubber suit of equal value. N. Guido, 
jJr., 102 Water St., Milford, Mass. 

—— >) 
FOR SALE COMPRESSORS 
Ingersoll-Rand heavy duty air cooled three- 
stage 2000 p.s.i. for stationary or portable 
use. Ideal for commercial air station, clubs 
or individuals desiring unlimited diving at 
lowest cost. Complete information on setting 
up equipment. Also filler kits and supplies. 

Price each, $250.00 F.O.B. 
THOMAS J. DOOLIN 
Box 211, Pryor, Okla. 
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SUIT YOURSELF PRESENTS 


Completely new suit kits featuring a new, 
tough rubber and improved design. Available 
in full suit or “‘Shorty’’ at reduced prices. 
Kits are pre-cut and complete with cement, 
seam roller, patches, extra rubber and de- 
tailed instructions for quick and easy assem- 


bly. 


ei 


Full Suit $18.95 
“Shorty” $12.95 
Send for our illustrated brochure 


SUIT YOURSELF 


P. O. Box 7155 
Long Beach 7, Calif. 


Exclusive Distributor in Southern California: 
D. L. DAVIS CO. 
Los Angeles 39, Calif. 
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Attention, 
Chicago Area Frogmen! 
c = 


All Midwest States Frogmen can 
now get all their needs from: 


SATNESS 


Frogman Supplies 


6801 W. GRAND AVENUE 
CHICAGO 35, ILLINOIS 

? Aqua-Lungs, Masks, Flippers, Suits, 

? Divers Knives, Snorkels, Spearguns, 

?Compressors, Desco Lungs, Floto’s, 

? Books, Refills. What do you need? 


CUCEEECOOUEEEAOCOEEOEROODOEORREODREDOOOREAHOGERHEROOHEES 
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Introducing 
PERCY’S 
AQUA SHOP 


RHODE ISLAND'S 
SPEARFISHING CENTER 


Aqua-Lung Refills 
Desco & Sea-Net Lungs 
All Makes Stocked 
42 Clear View Drive 
Oaklawn, R.I. 
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SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lungs & Refills 


Pirelli, Seal & Bel-Aqua Suits 
Masks & Fins & Guns 


Write for Literature 


PUGET SOUND DIVERS (0. 


2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 








EXPERIMENTAL TOOLING 
RUBBER MOLDED PRODUCTS 
TOOLS, DIES AND MOLDS 


INVENTORS — IDEA MEN — DESIGNERS 
What's new in the way of skin diving equip 
ment? Do you have an idea for a better type of 
flipper, mask, etc.? If so, let me help you with 
your particular problem. Whether it is the 
Development, Manufacturing or the Marketing 
of a new or old item, see me. 


PARK MFG., INC. 


2080 LAURA AVE. LOGAN 8-7128 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CALIFORNIA 


— Specializing in Molded Rubber Goods ~- 
~ 
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SPORT DIVING IS HERE TO STAY! 


Sport diving safety hasn't arrived. Various states have legislated against the sport, others will try. It is impos- 
sible to make the sport safe by passing laws. Safe sport diving will result only after training and with practice 
of safe diving! 


Saas LZ AEE Bal 

NOW AVAILABLE!!! 
For the first time a sport diving training manual for beginners and advanced sport and skin divers. ‘“UNDER- 
WATER SAFETY” contains a curriculum, training schedule, and complete information on diving safety. Written by 
E. R. Cross, Director of the Sparling School of Deep Sea Diving, the manual is based on safety information 
derived from training over two thousand commerical and several hundred sport divers in this world famous 
school. This manual will aid in sport diving safety and will help the sport diver in getting larger catches. A 


must for every club, diver and future diver. 
ILLUSTRATED PRICE — $1.00 


SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 


FLIPPERS, Reg. $8.95 w---- $5.25 CYLINDERS, 38 cu. ft. (tested) 
HARNESS FOR ALL TANKS ....... 5.50 Stainless Steel Bands for Harness _____.. 


Write for DIVING EQUIPMENT CATALOG. U.S., English, Japanese, French and Italian. Diver's air supply form- 
ula, tender signals, hints on decompression, underwater welding and burning, care and maintenance of equip- 
ment and a special Junior Frogman section for kids. 


DIVERS SUPPLY 


1150 WILMINGTON BLVD., WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA 
“The West's Largest Stock of Diving Equipment’ 
TErminal 4-6007 TErminal 4-7777 


AT LAST!! the New MARK VII CO2 Gun 


ASK YOUR DEALER 


heey, 


PACIFIC SALES INCsen “ni AVE. eae CALIFORNIA 








